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BELGIUM'S FISHING FLEET

On the outbreak of war, Belgium possessed a fairly large and very

modern fishing fleet. In fact, most of the vessels were Built Between

the years 1930 and 1940 and were therefore less than ten years old.

This fleet represented a total tonnage of 27,431 tons.

After the invasion of the Low Countries, most of the Belgian fishing
vessels proceeded to France, where they participated in the evacuation of

the French ports of Le Havre, Cherbourg, etc., at the cost of very severe

losses.

Some 56 Belgian fishing boats also took part in the evacuation of

Dunkirk and their crews showed the greatest gallantry and devotion.
Honours were bestowed by the British Government upon several of the men

who collaborated in these operations.

After the collapse of France, a large number of vessels, including
the most modern and largest trawlers, proceeded to Great Britain. These

represented more than three-quarters of the total tonnage of the fishing
fleet and more than half the number of vessels available. They are now

playing an important part in the war effort; a good many manned for the

most part by Belgian fishermen, have been planed at the disposal of the

Admiralty and are being used for balloon barrage and patrol services, as

minesweepers, etc.: the others have resumed their fishing activity and

are largely contributing to food the nation.

A large papulation of Belgian fishermen is established in some of

Britain’s fishing ports. As will he gathered from the indication given

above, the Belgian fishing industry is quite important and, to carry on

the traditions established in Belgium, a Belgian fishing school has been

created in this country. Fishermen’s boys are taught the craft of their

industry and they train to become fully qualified skippers, mates and

engineers.

To lighten the pressure upon British shipyards, the Belgian
authorities have set up their own workshop for the repair of their vessels.

The machinery and equipment used for this purpose had been brought

over from Belgium.
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