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BLACK MARKET PENALTIES

The Home Office announces that the amendments of the Defence Regulations

prescribing increased penalties for Black Market offences come into force on

Monday next, March 23.

In a circular letter to Justices about the New Regulation the Home Secretary
has called attention to the responsibility resting on the Courts to do all they

properly can to eradicate the evil by imposing on offenders penalties of a deterrent
character.

The main effect of the amendments is as follows:

Any person who contravenes an order for the control of goods, who steals a

controlled article, receives one knowing it to be stolen or receives a commission

in respect of a transaction constituting a breach of the control (unless he proves
that he had no reason to believe that it did constitute such a breach) is liable to

the following penalties: on summary conviction, a fine not exceeding the maximum

amount shown below, or imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or both; or

on conviction on indictment, a fine not exceeding the maximum amount shown below, or

penal servitude for a term not exceeding fourteen years or both. The minimum

amount on either summary conviction or indictment is such amount as will secure that

the offender derives no benefit from the offence. The maximum amount is on summary

conviction an amount which exceeds the mimimum amount by five hundred pounds or by
the treble penalty, whichever is the greater; and on conviction on indictment an

amount which exceeds the mimimum by five thousand pounds or by the treble penalty,
whichever is the greater.

The expression "treble penalty" means in a case where the offence was a sale

or purchase of or offer to sell, or to buy, a controlled article at too high a price,
an amount equal to three times that price; and in any other case, an amount equal
to three times the price which the article might be expected to fetch if lawfully
sold.

In special circumstances a competent authority or the Director of Public

Prosecutions may require that cases shall not be dealt with summarily and the

Director of Public Prosecutions may require unusually grave cases to be committed
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