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TERCENTENARY OF SCOTS GUARDS

DUKE OF GLOUCESTER’S BROADCAST

Following is the text of the talk to be broadcast by

H.R.H. THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER, COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

before a programme celebrating the tercentenary of the

Scots Guards tonight at 9.50.

I have been asked to say a few words to introduce this programme celebrating

the 300th birthday of the Scots Guards.

Three hundred years ago today King Charles I issued letters patent to

the Marquis of Argyll to raise a Scottish regiment of foot.

Except for a brief period of nine years from 1651, when it was destroyed
and scattered at the battle of Worcester, to 1660, when it was raised again

by Lord Linlithgow, it has had a continuous existence and I am proud to hold

the position of 25th Colonel of the Regiment in unbroken succession from its

original foundation.

It has always been part of the Household Troops of the King and since

1685 has had its headquarters in London.

As you will know it has served in campaigns all the world over. At the

moment, as you may have seen in the papers, a battalion is serving in Libya
and Egypt, as their forefathers did when they landed from boats in the hard-

fought battle of Alexandria in 1801, and a later generation at Tel el Kebir in

1882.

They have fought in Spain and the Crimea, in Africa, Prance, Flanders
and in Norway.

They are now armed with new weapons and scientific instruments and in some

cases carried in tanks, but the courage, discipline and devotion to duty which

they inherit from past Scots Guardsmen is still with them, as is their pride
and devotion in being of the Brigade of Guards and the Household Troops.

They are also intensely proud of being linked with the Winnipeg
Grenadiers of Canada who fought so bravely in the defence of Hongkong.

This is an important anniversary in the history of the Regiment and I am

sure there are many both at home and overseas who will listen to the Scots
Guards Tercentenary programme which is to follow.
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