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R.A.F. IN BURMA

There has been some diminution in air activity on the Burma front after

the thrashings meted out to the Japanese in the middle of last week. This

does not mean that the Allied air forces are idle. Royal Air Forcebomber

squadrons have been kept hard at it day after day.

The chief aim of the R.A.F. Command is to give all possible support to

the gallant army opposing the advance of the Japanese foot by foot. In

this the R.A.F. are being consistently successful, and some of the Japanese
columns must have suffered heavily. The blitz which the enemy initiated

on Wednesday, and which was kept going for two full days, must have caused

him furiously to think.

Over fifty of his aircraft were shot out of the sky and, apart from some

losses on the ground, the Allies' losses were incredibly small.

"There is no doubt that we gave him a devil of a thrashing," said one

R.A.F. staff officer.

There is no disposition on the part of Allied air crews to think lightly
of the Japanese. The general verdict is that they shoot well, and that

their bravery is fanatical. But they must have been sitting back and

thinking seriously about their losses in their most recent offensives.

Their Army 97’s simply crumpled up before the fiercely driven home attacks

and counter attacks of the Allies.

The American Volunteer Group, who have been exacting such a terrible

toll of the Japanese, have won the whole hearted admiration of the R.A.F.

There is no doubt about it they have just measured up the form of

the Japs and they have them absolutely taped,
"

was the comment of a

Wing Commander who has seen much active service in the war over Germany,

Iraq, Greece and the Western Desert.

In some places, in addition to fighting a determined foe relentlessly,

the R.A.F. have performed other services, notably the ferrying of civilians,

including many women and children, put of the danger zone.


