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THE BURMA CAMPAIGN

It might perhaps ho of interest at the present stage of the Burma

campaign to look hack and see what has happened there.

The Japanese object is presumably to obtain a port on the Bay of Bengal,
to cut the Burma road and, if possible, separate China and India.

The enemy started operations against Lower Burma in about the second week

in December, and in the middle of January advanced against Mergui and up the

road to Tavoy and Moulmein. The British forces fought a rear-guard action up

the road and were back at Moulmein by the 23rd of January; then, owing to the

advance of superior Japanese forces they were compelled to evacuate Moulmein

on the last day of January end crossed to the western bank of the Salween river.

The Japanese started crossing the River between Martaban and Thaton, and

on the 12th February they also crossed at the mouth of the river and started

attacking Martaban from the west. This, combined with the attack coming from

the north, compelled us to evacuate Martaban (where a gallant bayonet charge

by the Ghurkas took place), and on the 15th we fell back on to the river

Bilin. Here again, there was fierce fighting, but the Japanese came on very

quickly and by the 19th it was decided to withdraw to the Sit tang.

Two days later, on the 21st, there was a very strong enemy attack on the

Sittang bridge-head at Makpolin and where the Duke of Wellingtons with a

battalion of Ghurkas and of the Frontier Force Regiment were reported to have

caused about 2,000 Japanese casualties. On the 23rd this enemy attack began
to make headway and the bridge was blown, part of the rear-guard still being
oast of the Sittang; but a good many of these are reported to have rejoined

later by crossing the river further north.

We
then retired back to the Pegu area, and on the 27th the enemy advanced

across the river and on the Mandalay Road north of Pegu. At about the same

time a certain number of Japs crossed the Gulf of Martaban, and landed ait some

of the creeks south-west of Rangoon. It was then decided that Rangoon must be

evacuated, and that we must withdraw to the north.

The Japanese had by this time got around Pegu but, by means of strong
attacks the Pegu forces broke through and re-joined our forces on the Rangoon-

Prome road. By this time the Japanese had pushed on and had got across the

road between Rangoon and Promo, but in the second attempt our troops were able

to break through and get back to the north. During this last battle some troops/on
/the Pegu-Toungoo road created a diversion by on attack about Shegyin.

The scorched earth policy was applied at Rangoon, everything of any use

was destroyed, and most of those who wore left behind to do this were able to

get back.
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