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BUCKET CHAIN SAVED TRAWLER

By forming a bucket chain and bailing out the flooded stokehold for

24 hours without rest, the crew of a naval trawler saved her from foundering

in a recent Atlantic gale, and brought her under her own steam to a northern

port.

At one time her condition was so serious that the Commanding Officer

sent out a signal to say that she was sinking.

This little ship H.M.trawler KING SOL (Lieutenant. H.Read, R.N.R.)
was one of the escorting force with an Atlantic convoy.

"We ran into a gale, with high seas and a heavy long swell, and the

chocks supporting our starboard lifeboat carried away," said an officer of

the trawler. "We had to heave to and secure the boat.

"As the weather grow worse there was an ominous bumping against the

ship’s side below the waterline. At two o’clock in the morning we were com-

pletely enveloped by a huge sea. We heeled over steadily to starboard and

lay on our beam ends for an appreciable-length of time.

"Then slowly we came up, rolling to starboard under the impact of

successive waves. Eventually the ship righted, but with a heavy list to

starboard.

"The Chief Engineman reported flooding, and said that the main bilge

pumps were out of action.

"By four o’clock in the morning the men, in the stokehold were knee-

keep in water. The lower fire went out and steam pressure fell to below 50 lb."

So every man aboard, except the wireless telegraphist, one look-out,
the officer of the watch and the duty stokers, formed a bucket chain to bail

out the stokehold.

"At dawn," continued the officer, "we were listing badly, with the

deck awash, A signal was sent out saying that we were sinking. The outlook

was pretty poor. There we were many miles from land, on our own, in a gale.

"The port lifeboat had been washed against the funnel, and the star-

board lifeboat was holed in at least three places.

"Then, by a stroke of luck, the weather moderated suddenly. We

kept bailing and managed to raise enough steam to give us three knots, enough
to keep the ship’s head up to wind and sea.

"By that time the ship’s company had been bailing without rest for

24 hours. Then it was possible to give several of the men a spell."

Slowly the trawler began to crawl towards her base, but by midnight
of the second night the water in the stokehold had begun to rise again. All

men returned to bailing until noon, another twelve-hour trick.

Next day the crippled trawler reached home under her own steam.

Engineman John William Cowling and Stoker Alfred Healey, who worked

tirelessly in the flooded stokehold, were mentioned in despatches "for good service

and devotion to duty."

Note: The above two "mentions in despatches" were published
in the Gazette of January 27, 1942
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"BACK-SEAT DRIVING"

Another naval trawler, damaged in an Atlantic gale, also showed

ingenuity in reaching her base under her own steam.

The steering gear of this ship was disabled in a gale 100 miles from

land. So the Commanding Officer had wires led the length of the ship
from the tiller to the steam windlass on the f o' c’sle head.

Day and night an officer and four ratings operated the windlass to

orders from the bridge. They were drenched by every, heavy sea breaking

over the bows.

”A now kind of back-seat driving," remarked the navigator of the

trawler.

ADMIRALITY
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