
14.3.42 - No. 31.

OFFICIAL ADMIRALITY COMMUNIQUE

Although full information is not yet available, it is now

possible to give some account, so far as particulars are at present
to hand, of the events in the Java Sea on the 27th February and

subsequent days, during the Japanese invasion of Java.

On the afternoon of Friday, February 27 an allied force

consisting of H.M.A.S. PERTH (Captain H.M.L. Waller, D.S.O., R.A.N.)
H.M.S. EXETER (Captain O.L. Gordon, M.V.O., R.N.) the United States

cruiser HOUSTON, and the Dutch cruisers DE RUYTER and JAVA was at

sea North of Surabaya. Allied cruisers were accompanied by the

destroyers H.M.S. ELECTRA (Commander C.W. May, R.N.) H.M.S. JUPITER

(Lt. Com. N.V.J.T. Thew, R.N.) and H.M.S. ENCOUNTER (Lt. Com. E.V.

St. J. Morgan, R.N. and the Dutch destroyer KORTENAER.

This force was under the sea command of Admiral Doorman, whose

flag was flying in the DE RUYTER. The whole naval force in the area was

under the strategical control of Admiral Helfrich of the Royal Netherlands

Navy.

At 4.14 p.m. on February 27 this Allied force made contact with a

Japanese force about half-way between Bawean Island and Surabaya. The

Japanese force consisted of at least two two NATI class cruisers of

10,000 tons armed with ten 8-inch guns , and a number of other cruisers.

The Japanese cruisers had with them 13 destroyers organised in two

flotillas.

Action was joined at extreme range. Almost at once one of the

Japanese destroyer flotillas launched an attack, but this was driven

off by the fire of the Allied cruisers, and one of the enemy destroyers

was seen to be hit by shells from H.M.A.S. PERTH. Soon afterwards the

other Japanese destroyer flotilla delivered a torpedo attack.

While action was being taken to avoid these torpedoes, H.M.S.

EXETER was hit by an 8-inch shell in a boiler room. This reduced her

speed and forced her to drop out of the line. Only one of the torpedoes
launched in this attack took effect. This hit the Dutch destroyer
KORTENAER and she sank.

The three British destroyers were ordered to counter-attack the Japanese

destroyers, who were retiring under cover of a snake screen.

Very little information is available about theresult of this counter-

attack, H.M.S. JUPITER reported seeing only two enemy destroyers, both

of which she engaged with gunfire. H.M.S. ELECTRA was not seen after she

had disappeared into the smoke screen, and it is presumed that she was sunk.

As soon as the Allied cruisers, except H.M.S. EXETER, who was unable to

keep up, drew clear of the smoke, they again engaged the enemy, this time

at shorter range.

Less than half an hour later the enemy cruisers turned away under

cover of a smoke screen. It was seen that one of the enemy heavy 8-inch

gun cruisers had boon hit aft and was burning fiercely.

Admiral Doorman led his force round and chased the enemy to the

north-eastwind but he fed led to regain touch with the enemy in the fading

light. After nightfall, the Allied cruisers sighted four enemy ships to

the westward and engaged them, with what results is not known.

Admiral Doorman attempted to work round these enemy ships in order

to locate the convoy, which was expected to be to the northward.
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This was found to be impracticable owing to the high speed of the enemy and

Admiral Doorman then turned his force to the Southward to close the coast of

Java, intending to sweep to the westward along the coast in an attempt to inter-

cept the Japanese invasion convoys.

Half an hour after the Allied force had turned to the westward along the

Java coast, H.M.S. JUPITER was disabled by an underwater explosion. She sank

four hours later. H.M.S. JUPITER was not far from the mainland of Java and a

number of survivors have already reached Australia.

At 11.30 p.m. when the Allied cruisers were about 12 miles north of Rembang,
two enemy cruisers, were sighted between our ships and the coast. They were at

once engaged and a number of hits were secured on the enemy.

The DE RUTTER was hit by one shell. Immediately afterwards the DE RUTTER

made a large alteration of course, presumably in order to avoid torpedoes fired by
the enemy. The other Allied cruisers were conforming when underwater explosions
occurred simultaneously in the DE RUTTER and JAVA. Both these Dutch cruisers, blew

up and sank at once.

It is impossible to assess with accuracy the damage inflicted upon the

enemy during the actions on February 27. Observers in H.M.A.S. PERTH considered

that one Japanese 8-inch gun cruiser had been sunk, a second 8-inch gun cruiser

damaged and a destroyer sunk.

It has also been reported that a cruiser of the MOGAMI class (8,500 tons,
fifteen 6.1 inch guns) was set on fire and three destroyers seriously damaged and

left on fire or sinking.

H.M.A.S. PERTH, who had received some damage, reached Tanjong Prick at

7 o'clock in the morning of Saturday, February 28.

With the enemy in command of the sea and air north of Java in overwhelming

force, the Allied commandwas faced with the problem of extricating the remaining

Allied ships from a very dangerous situation. The way to Australia was barred by

the 600 mile long island of Java with the straits at either end of it under enemy

control.

After dark on the 28th February H.M.A.S. PERTH left Tanjong Prick with

the intention of passing through the Sunda Strait during the dark hours. During
the night an enemy report from H.M.A.S. PERTH was received which indicated that

she had come into contact with a force of Japanese ships off St. Nicholas’ Point

at about 11.30 p.m. Nothing, however, has been heard of H.M.A.S. PERTH or the

U.S. Cruiser HOUSTON since that time.

The same night H.M.S. EXETER, who was unable to exceed half-speed, left

Surabaya accompanied by H.M.S. ENCOUNTER and the U.S. destroyer POPE.

At forenoon on Sunday March 1st H.M.S. EXETER reported that she had

sighted three enemy cruisers steering towards her. No further signals were re-

ceived from H.M.S. EXETER, H.M.S. ENCOUNTER or the U.S. destroyer POPE. The

Dutch destroyer EVERTSEN encountered two Japanese cruisers in the Sunda Strait.

She was damaged and was beached.

The destroyer H.M.S. STRONGHOLD (Lt.Cdr. G.R. Pretor-Pinney, R.N.) and the

Sloop H.M.A.S. YARRA (Lt.Cdr. R.W. Rankin, R.A.N.) are also missing and must be

considered lost.

It has not been possible to form any
estimate of damage inflicted on the

enemy by these ships during their last actions.

Allother Allied warships which were in Java waters are known to be

safe except for some small craft and auxiliaries about which information is not

yet available. Next-of-kin of all knownBritish casaulties have been informed.
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