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Extract from a speech to be given by Mr. P.V. Emrys Evans M.P.,

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Dominions Affairs, at a

meeting in connection with "Warship Week” at Draycott (Derbyshire)
at 3 p.m. on Saturday, March 14.

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DOMINIONS AFFAIRS AT DRAYCOTT

(DERBYSHIRE) "WARSHIP WEEK".

Mr.P.V. Emrys Evans, M.P., Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for

Dominions Affairs, speaking at a Draycott (Derbyshire) "Warship Week"

meeting today (March 14) said that this country and its Allies were

passing through a difficult and dangerous period in the war. The

peril was one which must not be under-estimated. It would be a long

battle, spread over oceans and continents, but it need not in the end

be less glorious than when the R.A.F. won the Battle of Britain against

overwhelming odds.

"We shall not win through, however," warned Mr. Emrys Evans,
"if we dwell exclusively on bur shortcomings" There was a tendency to

minimise the great part we had played and to forget the lonely struggle
of the British Empire. It was not an accident that the Commonwealth

stood together when our enemies prophesied its dissolution and that its

citizens from the most distant parts of the world had taken such a

valiant part in the struggle showing in the darkest hour the greatest courage.

It was not merely for the defence of our territory that we had

entered the struggle. A world-wide commonwealth could never rest upon its

laurels....... In the years between the two wars we had

sought safety and security; we had forgotten to "live dangerously " and we

fell into great troubles. That period was past. We should make our

fullest contribution to winning the war and the establishment of peace

by regaining the sense of our high mission in world affairs.
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