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SPEECH BY MR. MABANE

Following are notes of speech to he delivered by Mr.

William Mabane, M.P., Joint Parliamentary Secretary to the

Minister of Home Security, at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 14th

March, at a Warship Week Meeting at Huddersfield:

Reverses stimulate in this people the spirit of attack, and the

spirit of attack is abroad to-day. Last year we in the Ministry

of Home Security observed how air raids did not, as the Germans hoped,
spread terror. What was our experience? When raiding began, at

the first shock, people took to the shelters as they had been told.

But by the time raiding ended, they were out on the roofs, in the

streets, in hundreds of thousands determined to defeat the Nazi

bomber. Spirits did not fall, they rose.

So it is to-day. The most insistent demand is that all shall

be given the fullest opportunity to work and to fight. There is no

cry for the burden to be lightened, only for it to be increased.

Individually and collectively we are impelled by a desire to re-

examine the contribution we are making to the positive war effort and

to increase it, if may be.

To every citizen let me say "You save your pocket and you may save

your life if you will undertake Civil Defence training”. The

business of Civil Defence must not be regarded as a burden, but as

a privilege. If you are called upon to take your part as a part-

time member of the Services do not seek exemption. Insist on

inclusion. For by so doing you will make our task in the Ministry
of Home Security easier in carrying out our intention of increasing

the contribution of Civil Defence to the positive war effort, and

you will certainly be adding very many effective drops to the ocean

which will inevitably engulf our enemies.
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