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DOUBLE SUMMER TIME

The Home Secretary announced on February 12 that double summer

time this year will extend from the night of Saturday, 4th April

to the night of Saturday, 8th August, and added that the Minister

of Agriculture and Fisheries would consider the special problems of

agriculture, in consultation with the organisations of farmers and

farm workers, and make a further announcement. These consultations have

now been completed, and it has been decided to repeat last year's

arrangements. These were that farmers and farm workers remained on

single summer time unless they agreed together to "contract in"

to double summer time. The same will be the rule this year - if
hours of work have been 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. they will legally become

8 a.m. to 6 p.m. by the clock unless both farmers and farm workers

agree not to alter them.

Since the requirements of food production on the majority of

farms will involve continuance of single summer time, the Railway

Companies have agreed to re-time the milk trains. This facility does

not, however, apply to passenger trains. Similarly, road hauliers

have been asked through their Associations to adjust their collection

of milk to single summer time - that is, to call an hour later

by the clock. Also, the Railway Companies will wherever possible, and

where there is sufficient demand, keep tie goods yards open an hour

later by the clock for the receipt of horticultural produce.

Not all these arrangements will necessarily apply in all districts.

In some places the majority of farmers and farm workers may operate

on double summer time, and in these localities the Railway Companies
and road hauliers will conform to the practice of the majority.

When the Government decided to reintroduce double summer time

and lengthen the period by a month, they recognised that some adverse

effects on agriculture would be unavoidable. They had, however,
to consider the great advantages of double summer time for ship

building and ship repairing, railway transport, and the turn round

of ships at the ports. All of these are so vital in the critical

months ahead of us that the argument for reintroducing double

summer time and lengthening the period was overwhelming.

Difficulties may arise but the Minister of Agriculture and

Fisheries is confident that he can rely on farmers and farm workers

to make the best of the situation by a maximum of goodwill and give

and take, and that he can count on them, even at the cost of

personal inconvenience, to make sure that food production, and

in particular milk production, does not suffer.
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