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DUKE OF NORFOLK ON GOVERMENT'S HORTICULTURE POLICY

Addressing a meeting of horticulturists at Trowbridge today (Tuesday),
the Duke of Norfolk (joint parliamentary Secretary to theMinistry of

/agriculture) said that commercial horticulture had a contribution to make,

just as important as agriculture.

THE NATION’S NEEDS

The industry must realise that the needs of the nation at war called for

a considerable alteration and adjustment of normal production.

GLASSHOUSE CROPS

The Duke said, that, in wartime, the Government could not have glasshouse

production which aimed at an early crop, well in advance of the normal market,

solely for the purpose of a high price. That was extravagant of coal, labour

and fertilisers. It would be unfortunate if the Government were forced to

adopt more drastic measures to stop this sort of thing, but it was up to the

industry itself to decide whether it wanted that sort of control or not.

Glasshouses which normally grew cucumbers, flowers and luxury crops, must

now turn over to tomatoes.

FRUIT

In peacetime, the Duke said, more than half our supply of fruit was

imported. Provided that it did not conflict with more important aspects of

the food production campaign, we must grow as much fruit as we could.

VEGETABLES

The Duke said that our vegetable area must be expanded to give greatly
increased supplies, and particularly during the winter period. For the time

being, luxury vegetables and non-essentials must disappear. We needed an

increase of practically every vegetable normally used from December to May.

ONIONS

Generally, the production of onions was undertaken in the southern part
of England, and special steps had had to be taken to see that the northern half

of the country got any at all. An even distribution to all parts of the country
necessitated the taking over of the entire onion crop. During 1 941 thirty seven

million people registered for onions, and all received a share.

THE GROWER'S OBLIGATION

Finally, the Duke said that the industry must not forget what it had

secured from a large measure of self Government. At the moment, farmers were

holding their land in trust fortho nation, and market gardeners and commercial

horticulturists must recognise that they had a job of national service to perform
without thinking of their personal interests.
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