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Royal Air Force Awards No. 322.

The King has been graciously pleased to approve the

following awards in recognition of gallantry and devotion to

duty in the execution of air operations.

Distinguished Service Order.

Wing Commander Thomas Ryland VICKERS No. 221 Squadron. This

officer formed raid trained the squadron and, by his untiring
efforts and skilful leadership, in all conditions, he has

raised it to a high standard of operational efficiency. Wing

Commander Vickers trained 28 operational crews before operational

training units began to furnish trained personnel. In August

1941, his squadron had the highest total of flying hours

of any in the command. The continued successes achieved are

a direct result of this officer’s inspiring leadership. He has set

a magnificent example both on the ground and in the air as

captain of aircraft.

Distinguished Flying Cross.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Donald Frederick BENBOW, No. 37 Squadron.

This officer, who has commenced a second tour of operational

flying as captain of aircraft, has made raids on Germany and

occupied territory, Cyrenaica, Greece and the Dodecanese. He

has on several occasions experienced serious difficulties. In

the course of one operation, his starboard engine caught fire

when returning from Gazala and, on another occasion, his

aircraft was seriously damaged by enemy fire over Bengazhi but,

by an admirable display of coolness and skill, Flight Lieutenant

Benbow was able to surmount these dangerous situations.

Throughout, this officer has shown great enthusiasm and devotion

to duty.

Acting Flight Lieutanant Charles Ernest MARTIN Royal Australian

Air Force No. 57 Squadron. On July, 1941, this

officer was the captain of an aircraft which participated in a

daylight attack on the Gneisenau at Brest. Flight Lieutenant

Martin kept in tight formation and, with his leader, presented

such a determined front that the numerous enemy fighters did not

dare to attack. One night last autumn, whilst flying to Berlin

he failed to receive a general recall signal and went on to his

target. He penetrated into the centre of the city and bombed

his target. On his return to this country, he made a successful

landing in thick fog.
This officer has carried out 30 bombing raids (on 28 he

has acted as captain of aircraft) including attacks on important

enemy industrial centres and dockyard installations. He is a

particularly resolute and fearless pilot who always presses home

his attacks with the utmost determination whatever the opposition

or conditions of weather. He has trained his crew to a high
standard of efficiency.
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Flying Officer Leslie George BETIINSON, Royal Air Force Volunteer

Reserve No. 3 Squadron. By his reliability and hard work,

Flying Officer Bettinson has relieved his flight commander of all

navigational preparation for sorties undertaken by the flight.
His bombing skill has been of a high standard, while his

thoroughness and coolness under heavy enemy fire have been

exceptional. Flying Officer Bettinson’s sound knowledge of

electricity in general and of the bombing gear in particular,
has often enabled him to rectify faults while in the air which would

otherwise have caused a failure of the whole operation. This

officer trains all new navigators to the squadron and accompanies
them on their first few operational missions.

Pilot Officer George Colin ANDREW R.A.F.V.R., No. 57 Squadron.

One night in August, 1941. Pilot Officer Andrew was the navigator
of an aircraft which attacked Hanover. Nearing Groningen, the

aircraft was attacked by an enemy fighter. The rear gunner was
killed and the aircraft sustained severe damage; the wireless

set was put out of ation, the alternators and air speed indicators

failed and the aircraft was difficult to control.

Despite all this, by the officers exceptional navigational

skill, the aircraft was flown back to its base where a safe landing

was made. Pilot Officer Andrew has participated in numerous

operational missions and has always displayed a high standard of

courage and efficiency.

563593 Warrant Officer Ivan Francis Bryant WALTERS No. 204 Squadron.

Warrant Officer Walters has been employed as a pilot in this

squadron since the war began and has completed over 800 hours

operational flying. He has displayed outstanding ability in

every sphere and, by his keenness and devotion to duty, he has

contributed materially to the successes obtained.

Distinguished Flying Medal.

909836 Sergeant Bertram Leonard SMITH No. 37 Squadron. This

airman has participated in operational sorties as first wireless

operator over Germany, Tripolitania, Cyrenaica, Syria, Greece

and the Dodecanese. Sergeant Smith has shown exceptional keenness

and skill which have earned for him the entire confidence of

the members of the crews with whom he has flown.



Notes on Careers.

Wg. Cdr. Vickers was born in 1911 at Allesley, Meriden, Warwick.

He was educated at Malvern and the City and Guilds Engineering

College. He was commissioned in the R.A.F. Special Reserve,

No. 500 (County of Kent) Squadron, in 1933, and in the following

year was granted a short service commission in the R.A.F. He

served on flying duties, and in acted as pilot to the A.O.C.,

No.3 Group. In the same year he took a special signals course

at the Electricity and Wireless School, Cranwell. He was promoted

squadron leader in August, 1939, and wing commander in December,

1940.

Flt. Lt. Benbow was born in 1916 at Clifton. His home is still

in Bristol. He was educated at Bristol Grammar School and was

commissioned in August, 1939.

Flt. Lt. Martin R.A.A.F. was born in 1910 at Wellington, New South

Wales. His home is at Marylands, New South Wales. He enlisted

in the R.A.A.F. and was trained in Australia under the Commonwealth

Joint Air Training Plan. He was commissioned in November, 1940.

Fly. Off. Bettinson was born in 1919 at Walthamstow. His home is

at Southend. He enlisted in the R.A.F.V.R. as air observer in May,

1939, and was commissioned in August, 1940. He was mentioned in

despatches in January, 1942.

Plt. Off. Andrew was born in 1917 at Stretford. His home is at

St. Annes. He enlisted in the R.A.F.V.R. for air crew duty in

September, 1939, trained as air observer and was commissioned in

January, 1941.

Wt. Off. Walters was born in 1913 at Melksham. His home is at

Sheerness. He was at school until he joined the R.A.F. in 1929

as a boy under training as wireless operator. He became a pilot,
wireless operator, mechanic.

Sgt. B.L. Smith was born in 1918 at Barking. His home is at

Ilford. He was an audit clerk before he enlisted in December,

1939, as wireless operator.

Directorate of Public Relations,

Air Ministry,

King Charles Street,

Whitehall S.W.1.

10th February, 1942.
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