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PLEASE CHECK CAREFULLY AGAINST DELIVERY, AS LAST MINUTE

ALTERATIONS MAY BE MADE BY THE SPEAKER.

SIR STAFFORD CRIPPS' BROADCAST

Following, is the text of the postscript by the

Rt. Hon. Sir Stafford Gripps, K.C., M.P., to be broadcast

after the nine o’clock news tonight.

I hope that all of you who are listening-in are settled comfortably by
your radio, warm and well-sheltered and with a feeling of gratitude, even if

some of you have been bombed out of your homes, gratitude thatyou still have

a roof over your heads, enough food to eat and the means of keeping out the

cold.

You have had snow and cold during this winter - but not the cold of

Russia, where thirty to forty degrees below zero are no exceptional experiences.

You have known the tragic horrors of prolonged aerial bombardments, many

of you may have lost members of your families or friends, and still more of you

will have had your homes and your possessions destroyed - but you have not ex-

perienced the brutalities and the savage violence and rapine of the Nazi invaders.

Many of you aremembers of the Home Guard and have to train and watch -

but you have not yet had to turn yourselves into guerilla fighters behind the

enemy lines, certain that you would die a death, of torture if you were captured.

I know you have worked and are working long hours and your food rations

are not as ample as you have been accustomed to in times of peace - but you

have not been starved, stripped of your clothing in the bitter cold of the open

streets and forced to work day and night as slaves for a foreign enemy, building

roads and fortifications to defeat your own countrymen.

I want you to realise the differencesbetween the fortunes of war as you

have experienced them and as they have been suffered by millions of our Russian

allies. Those sufferings are going on at this very moment, while we sit in

comparative safety and comfort - borne by the workers of all kinds the co-

operative farmers, doctors, actors, managers, mothers and children - all our

counterparts in Soviet Russia.

These conditions are affecting the Soviet people throughout the areas

occupied by the Nazis. Similar tragedies are being enacted with a greater or

lesser degree of brutality in every territory into which the German forces have

penetrated, carrying with them Hitle r s new standards of moral degradation.

In the vast areas that lie behind the front in the Soviet Union every

sacrifice in service and in comfort is being made by men women and children

alike. The morale is magnificent, the conditions of living are far harder and

more difficult than in this country.

Russian industry has been turned over practically 100% to war work and

to nothing else. Food is of the most simple and elementary kinds, and where

the means of transport have had to be taken for the army, supply may often, be

uncertain and sometimes short.
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Clothing is practically the monopoly of the armed forces which are superbly-

equipped, as they must be to fight in the Russian winter. The rest of the people
make do with what they have got, but they do not complain, they stick it because

they recognise that along the path of personal sacrifice lies ultimate victory.

The one luxury available in the U.S.S.R. today ismusic, drama and dancing,
which forms the foundation of the great Russian culture and which the Soviet

Government have done and are still in time of war doing so much to encourage.

The Russians will tolerate nothing that decreases the war effort or the

efficiency of their fighting forces. Hoarders of food, black marketeers and other

saboteurs who try to take advantage of the difficult conditions of the country are

given short shrift when they are discovered. It would be difficult for the

Russians to understand the tolerance which is shown in this country to these fifth

columnists!

Why we have not gone through the experiences of the Soviet people is firstly
because of the magnificent defence by our Air Force and by our Navy which stayed

off the threat of invasion over a year ago, and then because Hitler was treacherous

enough to attack the Soviet Union last June.

The easy march to Moscow, which he promised the German people, has turned out

a very different affair to what he and they expected.

He started his onslaught against the Soviet Union on the anniversary of

Napoleon’s attack on Russia over a century ago, hoping to show the world that he

was a much greater general thanNapoleon. Napoleon reached Moscow and stood on the

walls of the Kremlin looking over the scorched city before he turned back to the

disaster of his retreat.

Hitler has failed to capture that great capital city, the seat of Russian

culture, because the Soviet people said to him with one voice "You shall not pass."

The whole ordered and disciplined courage of a great-hearted people barred his way.

This turning eastwards of the Nazi hordes has, for the time at least, relieved

this country from the threat of invasion; we must now make it certain that no such

attempt will ever be made against our shores, that our daughters end wives will

never have to suffer the ghastly horrors that have befallen the Russian women.

There now stands between Hitler and a certain, and not too long-delayed,
defeat the chance that he may be strong enough to renew his offensive with success

in the spring. In the month of April it may become possible for him to launch a

fresh attack in the south of Russia towards the much coveted and much needed oil of

the Caucasus. He will probably concentrate all his force in that direction, a new

and terrific blitz planned with the meticulous care of the German mind. It is up to

us all - to you and to me - to see that we play our full part in defeating that

offensive.

We are naturally thrilled by the recent Russian successes which have relieved

the sombre depression that overcast the earlier period of the war, but do not let us

make this happier turn in events an excuse for a relaxation of our efforts. When

I was saying goodbye to Mr. Kalinin, the wise and charming president of the U.S.S.R.

and complimenting him on the Russian advances, he stressed to me the dangers of

over-confidence amongst the people at this turn in the struggle. Any idea that the

maximum effort is no longer necessary or that we can leave the Russians to defeat

Germany alone is absolutely false.

The moral of the fighting that is now proceeding is not that we can send less

help to Russia but that we must send more. The Russian losses are heavy and the

expenditure of ammunition, planes and tanks is very large indeed.

While, at the moment, we may not be able to help with men we can and must

help with arms of every kind, with raw materials and with foodstuffs.
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The amount that we can afford to send will depend upon the quantity that

we turn out in our factories, that we grow in our fields and that we raise from

our mines. We need much for our own use and forother united rations and that

use is an integral part of the total effort for victory.

But we cannot divide this question of supplies into a number of water-tight
compartments. The Germans and their satellite countries have regard to their total

output and plan where best it can be used to give them victory or to stave off

defeat; so too the free allies must consider the totality of their resources

and how best they canmake use of them.

You or I may have some criticism to make - not always based upon a very

accurate knowledge of the situation - as to how these resources are being used;
we may think that more should be sent here or there, but one thing is plain -

the total supply is insufficient to fill all the needs; someone somewhere must

go short and suffer the terrible consequence of that shortage.

But the greater that we can make the total production, and the less we use

ourselves for non-essential purposes, the more there will be for those uses which

we knew to be vital to success.

Each hour of work that is lost, each day that we do less than we might

by way of productive effort, each needless article that we use, makes our total

effort less effective and lets down someone somewhere who is giving his life to

save all that we hold dear - whether it be in Russia, Malaya, Africa or elsewhere.

We are out to win, this, war, and to win it as quickly as may be. In that

determination there must be no reservations because of our personal interests or

comforts.

It is a total war and demands our total effort

Every hour by which we can shorten the war will mean the saving of hundreds

of lives and of the suffering of millions. The cry goes up all over the world

"How Long?" Each one of us can give an answer through our unstinted sacrifice.

That answer must be "Not a moment shall be lost through any failure of mine. I

will not let you down by slackness or selfishness on my part".

We are anxiously reaching out to that time when the new world for which

the peoples are longing, and for which almost every man and woman is daily hoping,

begins to show itself in clear outline on our horizon. Not the new order of

brutalised domination with which Hitler has sought to delude the people, but a

world of new values, cleansed of the old evils and offering a full and free

manhood to the people of every class, religion, nation and colour - that practical

ideal for which we equally as the people of Russia and of the occupied countries

of Europe are in reality fighting, that hope which makes all our sacrifices seem

worth while, that positive achievement which we are determined shall issue from

this ghastly war, itself the brutal negation of every teaching of our Christain

civilisation.

I started my talk with a contrast between the conditions here in Britain

and those in Russia, because I wanted to ask you to weigh up that comparison and

to consider in the light of it whether you were doing all that was possible

towards our share in the war.

Our share has been a great one. For over two years we have kept the seas

open for our own defence and for the defenders of democracy the world over. For

the moment, in the Far East that control of the seas has been lost, and we can

now see all the more clearly what that loss means, We need not despair; the

Allies will regain their supremacy - the Americans, the gallant Dutch and ourselves

with the help of the Dominions and China and maybe of others too.
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We have kept our island intact as the vital centre of resistance

to the Nazis in western Europe and the Atlantic. Our armies have engaged

and captured or destroyed large enemy forces in Africa which might

otherwise have been made use of on other fronts.

We have had our reverses, we have passed through and into difficult

and dangerous times, but do not lot us underestimate the contribution that

we have made to defeating the Nazi aggression.

That struggle of ours, carried on alone for over a year, has been

a vital factor towards the final defeat of Hitler. But now it has become

a part of a wider battle front. We must compare our contribution in

that common struggle with that of our allies; and I am asking you tonight

to make that comparison with what the people of the Soviet Union are now

suffering.

Let me end with some simple questions. Can you do more than you are

doing now to help the common cause? Are your hardships and sacrifices

comparable to those of the Soviet citizens who are fighting your battle just

as you are fighting their battle? Are we making a 100% effort?

I have felt in this country since my return a lack of urgency; I may

be wrong (but I feel it in the atmosphere in contrast to what I felt in

Russia. I feel that we are not "all out" in our effort and determination.

The crisis of Dunkirk produced a great response, the close agony

of those anxious hours drew forth the best in every man andwoman. The

pressing urgency of our cause deniedall doubts and hesitation.

Today our needs and those of our Russian allies are as great and as

pressing. Victory still hangs in the balance so long as men and women

hesitate to play their full part. The future beckons us across the bleak

and agonising months of war that still lie between us and victory. Let

us hasten forward, impelled by our own efforts and sacrifices to greet

that more sane and happy future.

BRITISH BROACASTING CORPORATION.
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