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TRIBUTE TO LONDON’S NURSES

Miss Florence Horsbrugh, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of

Health, spoke today (Saturday) at a meeting in the Central Hall, Westminster,
when she presented Red Stars to 500 Nursing Auxiliaries from the London

Region who have completed at least a year’s satisfactory service in the

Civil Nursing Reserve. One hundred of these have completed 2 years’

satisfactory service and are getting a second award.

Miss Horsbrugh said: "All the hospitals in the London area, both

voluntary and municipal, which were able to provide accommodation for

casualties were brought into the London Sector Scheme when it cane into

operation at the outbreak of war. They have all done magnificently.

"Unfortunately the London Region is one which has suffered from the

shortage of nurses perhaps more than any other area in the country.

Hospitals in this Region employ about 27,500 nurses, but we must be ready to

meet all emergencies, and I shall not be satisfied until we have at least

5,000 more. We look to the women of London to come forward and help to staff

their own hospitals.

"Nursing is vital war work. By keeping up a high standard of health and

ensuring a speedy recovery from illness and injuries for the men and women

in the Forces and munition works, and for the civil population as a whole,
all members of the nursing profession - working in hospitals, first-aid posts,

shelters, rest centres, factories and the homes of the people - are playing a

vital part in the war. Their work has contributed largely to the victory
which has been won in these 2 1/2 years of the contest, Hitler versus Health.

"Women engaged wholetime in nursing whether as trained nurses,

assistant nurses, nursing auxiliaries or student nurses - will not be asked

to transfer to other work, and other women are being encouraged to take it up.

It is on the young age groups that we depend, particularly for student nurses.

Volunteers for nursing arc put in a special position much the same as that of

men volunteering as pilots or observers in the Royal Air Force. All women

who register for national service may choose nursing at any stage before they

actually receive their notice to report for duty elsewhere. That gives an

indication of the importance attached by the Government to nursing at the

present time."

Miss Horsbrugh said that 1,450 nursing auxiliaries in the London Region

had received the Red Star for efficient service.

The award of a Red Star (to be worn on the sleeve) for assistant nurses

and of a Red Stripe for trained nurses who had been giving long and satisfactory

service would soon be instituted. In addition a special award was shortly

to be introduced for those members of the Civil Nursing Reserve who give part

of their service in sanatoria and infectious diseases hospitals. This award

would be a Blue Star for assistant nurses and nursing auxiliaries, and a Blue

Stripe for trained nurses.
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