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THE FOLLOWING SPEECH IN PART, OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR INDIA, THE RT. HON. L.S. AMERY, M.P. WAS MADE AT THE

LEEDS LUNCHEON CLUB, TODAY:

No are in the midst of great and anxious events, but there is nothing,

indeed, so heartening in these dark days as a broad perspective. Look

back to where we stood, alone, eighteen months ago. Look forward to

where we should stand eighteen, months hence when the resources of America,
as well as our own, will have come into full play.

Have we not every ground for just confidence? I believe we have,
but only on one condition. We must give all there is of us; of sacrifice,
of effort, of unflinching resolution, of burning passion for the cause for

which we are fighting.

Two names on the world's map have been much in our thoughts of late.

One, Hong Kong, where the Union Jack has been lowered, to fly again more

proudly than over before long. The other, Singapore, where, we trust,
it will continue to flaunt its unwavering defiance to the enemy's challenge.

We have followed, sick at heart, the stubborn retreat of our troops,
outnumbered and outflanked, down the length of Malaya.

The Malay rulers, by their generous contributions to the Navy and to

the construction of the naval base at Singapore, have shown, not only their

loyalty, but their true understanding of the foundation of their security

and wellbeing. That the shield upon which they relied has perforce been

absent at this moment, adds to the tragedy of Malaya's present fate, and

strengthens, our resolve speedily to restore its freedom and its old happy

life.

What of India? To a continent for India is nothing less - to a

continent devastated and impoverished by war and anarchy we brought peace,

unity, the reign of equal law, the whole mechanism of modern administration

and economic progress. Never, in the history of the world, has an external

influence and control made so great a contribution to the sum total of

human welfare.

But control, from without has never, for us at least, been an end in

itself. We have always looked forward to the day when India shall

administer her own affairs, control her own destiny. Over a wide field

of government that control has already been vested in Indian ministries

responsible to Indian legislatures and electorates.
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For the rest we are pledged to help India to attain, as soon as possible
after the war, to the same position of freedom and of equality with ourselves

as is enjoyed by the Dominions.

I use the word help advisedly, for in India, as in Canada or in South

Africa, the internal unity, the generally accepted constitutional framework,

upon which self-government must rest, can only come by the free agreement of

those immediately concerned. In the last analysis it is only Indians themselves

who cangive India freedom. In the absence of agreement we can no more impose
a constitution on India and expect it to survive than we could impose a

constitution on Europe.

There is the problem, difficult indeed, but not, I believe, insoluble.

Ibelieve that a solution can be found, and, indeed, foundwithout undue

delay, once Indian political leaders face the fact that it is not from us, but

from each other, that they must secure it.

We can help, but it is for them to act. They can do so in thefirm

assurance that we shall stand by our pledges; both by our general pledge as

to India’s future freedom, and also by our pledge to, the different main elements

in India’s national life that they shall not be coerced under a system of

government which they are not prepared to accept.

We are pledged to Indian freedom, we desire Indian unity. We have laid

the foundations for both in the past. We look to Indian statesmanship to play
its part, with our help, in raising the nobler superstructure of the future.

In any case the perplexing and controversial issues of the present period
of political transition in India do not affect India’s general outlook upon

the present conflict. Even our bitterest Indian crities do not wish for any

other result than an Allied victory. Nor has the non-co-operation of certain

Indian political organisations, which on other grounds we sincerely regret,
stood in the way of India playing her part - a wonderful part - in the war.

Like ourselves, likes the rest of the Empire, India has never been

organised on a militarist basis. She had in peace an army of 230,000 men,

one soldier income 1,500 of the population, organised for internal security,
for the immediate defence of her frontier and contemplating the possibility

of sending one division abroad to take part in an Imperial war.

That army has been expanded already to nearly a million, of whom over

250,000 are serving outside India. It will reach a far larger figure before

the year is out. Included in these totals are the many units, serving bothin

India and overseas, generously contributed by the ruling Princes of India,

as well as the Nepalese regiments - over and above the Gurkha troops in the

Indian army - lent by the Kingdom of Nepal.

This army has been raised entirely on a voluntary basis, and even on that

basis, with recruits coming in at the rate of 50,000 a month, the problem

has never been that of man power, but of training and directing staffs and

above all of modern equipment.

You will appreciate what that has meant when I tell, you that it is probably

an under-estimate to say that the effort in production and instruction

required in the equipping and training of a quarter of a million men to-day

equals that required to put a million men in the field in the last war.

How India’s soldiers have done credit to their training as well as to

their traditional fighting reputation has been shown on many a hard fought

battlefield: at Sidi Barrani, at Keren and Amba Alagi, at Damascus, and now

again in the see-saw battles in Libya and in the difficult retreat through

Malay a.
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No less useful, if less dramatic, was the part Indian troops played in Iraq

and Persia, securing for us what Mr. Churchill has called the Levant to Caspian

front. Their discipline, their cheerfulness, their valour have won them golden

opinions from all alongside of whom they have fought or with whom they have worked

behind the fighting line. Among, themselves they have known no divisions. They have

served loyally their King Emperor and India, and have played their part in

laying the foundations of India’s future in a world in which freedom will always
need the strength to uphold it.

In the expansion of her forces India has had to rely in large measure, both

for many types of instruments of war and for technical and training staffs, upon

this country, and our own crying shortage in all these respects has inevitably
limited or delayed the help that could be given to India. At the same time India

has made tremendous strides, both in the training of her own officers and technical

military personnel, and in the actual production of munitions.

If general military supplies of all kinds are included India has become in a

very real sense the arsenal of the eastern theatres of war.

From the East let me turn to the Dominions. In every one of them, there has

been the same amazing expansion of fighting strength, both in men and munitions,
from an even smaller nucleus of peace preparation. Take the great Dominion of

Canada. Of her active forces of over 360,000 enlisted for service anywhere, some

150,000 have already played a vital part, on land, in the air and at sea, in the

defence of this island, in the battle of the Atlantic, in the defence of Hong

Kong and in the unceasing air battle over and round Britain.

As for munitions and supplies of all kinds Canada, as the most highly

developed industrially of the Dominions, leads the way in the building of ships,
both ships of war and merchant ships, in the making of guns, machine guns, rifles
and ammunition of every type, in tanks and army vehicles of every kind, in aircraft.
What she has supplied to us, indeed, over and above the requirements of her own

forces, has far exceeded our own capacity for payment in dollar exchange.

The armed forces of Australia had, even before Japan let loose her attack in

the Pacific, reached a total of 450,000 men, and more men have been called up

since. The Australian Imperial Force has played a conspicuous part in all the

fighting in the Middle East, in Libya, in Greece, in Crete, at Tobruk and now in

Malaya, The Royal Australian Air Force has distinguished itself here in the United

Kingdom, in the Middle East, and now against the Japanese in Malaya, the Dutch East

Indies and in Pacific Waters nearer home. The Royal Australian Navy has given a

goodly account of itself, in the Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean and the Pacific,
not without losses, including that of the gallant cruiser Sydney.

In munitions too, Australia, thanks to the remarkable foresight and organising

power of the men to whom the work was entrusted, has performed amazing feats of

creative expansion.

As for New Zealand's record in this war I need only remind you of the part

played by the Achilles in the sinking of the Graf Spee, and of the gallant fighting

quality shown by her soldiers in Greece and Crete and more recently in Libya.
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South Africa underField Marshal Smuts 's inspiring leadership has

raised an army of over 150,000 trained men, and a most effective air

force. Working together the Union Field Force and Air Force saw through
thewhole of the fighting from the Kenya border to Addis Ababa and have

since been unceasingly active on the Libyan Front. South Africa, too,
has shown a notable capacity for improvised development in munitions

production.

Southern Rhodesia has contributed her air squadrons to the United

Kingdom and to the fighting in the Middle East as well as a remarkably
high proportion of her sons to the United Kingdom and Colonial Forces.

Newfoundland has contributed some 10,000 men to the three fighting

services, tothemercantile marine and to her Forestry Unit. Nor should

I forget to mention the 10,000. Palestinian Jews serving in the various

forces in the Middle East, or the Arab Units from Palestine and

Trans-Jordan, or the West African and East African brigades which fought
with such conspicuous dash throughout the East African and Abyssinian

campaign.

All these forces have fought side by side with each other and with

our own forces - and our follow citizens overseas would be the last to

claim a larger share of credit than that due to the men from the Old Country -

in the closest comradeship of arms. They have come, fromall the ends of the

earth, of their own free will, to fight for the ideals that are for them

embodied in our British Commonwealth.

Immense tasks will confront us all when this war has run its devastating

and exhausting course. For each of us recovery will require new efforts, new

methods, which may well be beyond our powers unlesswe work together. On the

other hand co-operation in peace, as whole-hearted as that which we have

given inwar, can, I
believe,

easily rebuild and expand our vast common

resources to a level which will provide at one and the same time for our

security and foran ever higher standard of socially welfare forall our peoples.

INDIA OFFICE
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