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ROYAL HELLENIC FIGHTER SQUADRON

The fighting spirit of the Greek nation lives on. The courage which

found so fine an expression in the battles against the Italians and the Germans

after the invasion of Greece has again been manifested with the departure to the

Western Desert of the first fighter formations of the Royal Hellenic Air Force.

Inspired by the desire to
carry on the struggle against Nazi tyranny and to

free their country, the Royal Hellenic Air Force has been working for many

months to prepare itself for the day when it could form independent units to

join the squadrons of the Imperial Air Forces in the Middle East.

That day has now arrived, and Hurricane fighters, ornamented with the

colours of the standard of Greece, will soon be in action on the desert front.

Many of the personnel, both air crews and ground staff, made good their

escape from Greece and Crete during the campaign of the spring of 1941, while

others, hearing of the formation of a Royal Hellenic Air Force in the Middle

East, answered the call to duty. The stream of volunteers increases daily, and

every man is Greek.

The long period of training presented not a few difficulties, but training
schools were established, repair centres organized and branches, both clerical

and operational, were formed to deal with the steady flow of new personnel.

All pilots, whether officers or N.C.O’s, were engaged on flying duties

either on the Albanian front against the Italians or during the German invasion

which followed. They are locking forward eagerly to a renewal of contact with

their colleagues of the Royal Air Force, with whom they fought in Greece with

such great distinction.

A Flight Commander was previously flying night bombers, and before that naval

co-operation aircraft. His keenness exemplifies the Greek spirit "I mean” he

says, "to win a ten pound bet by bringing down the first Hun for the Royal
Hellenic Air Force.”

The war cry of the Greek soldier, will be on the lips of their successors

in the air. It is the word "Aera," which literally means "air” but which can,

perhaps, he better translated by the phrase "make way, here we come.” By a

curious chance the four letters of the war cry stand for four of the countries

pledged to defeat the Axis powers. "Anglia” for England, "Ellas" for Greece,
"Rossia" for Russia, and "Ameriki" for America.

These forces by no means represent the total effort of the Royal Hellenic

Air Force. Numerous pilots, ground crews, air gunners, observers, engineers and

personnel of all categories are being intensively trained for the expansion that

is to come.

In addition, bomber pilots of the Royal Hellenic Air Force, have already played
a part in the anti-submarine patrols over the Mediterranean. Their activities have

not been spectacular but they have been going on formany months. This unit, also,
is to be reinforced and it now has the co-operation of Greek naval officers who assist

in the many difficult points of sea navigation entailed in the exacting work of

anti-submarine warfare.
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