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"SPEAKING TO WOMEN"

by MS. JORDAN, Wife of the High Commissioner for New Zealand

Following is the text of Mrs. Jordan's speech, to be broadcast at

7.55 a.m. tomorrow (Wednesday) in the Pacific Short Wave Service

(GSL 45 metres):

I have been invited to speak from London to you in New Zealand and other

places in the South Pacific, and I convey to you the hearty greetings of those

around me.

People here often ask how we suppose our New Zealand friends feel in these

difficult times.

We reply that, come what may, you will maintain that spirit of assurance and

confidence which has been so fully demonstrated during the last two years by
the women of Britain.

Really, it has been a privilege to be here during these troublesome times.

The women have stood up in a wonderful manner to whatever faced them.

It is grand to see the way the women in British hones entertain the service

men from overseas. Notwithstanding the rationing, they always have a meal, to

offer. Housekeeping is very interesting here now.

Many things are scarce, but we make do with what there is. The ordinary

cookery book is useless and a new one sight well be written.

For instance, I recently made some marmalade, as I was fortunate to obtain

throe oranges, to which I added a large carrot, which being sweet, added to the

quantity without requiring much sugar. The marmalade is very nice, and the

vegetable is not discernible.

The women of Britain exchange war-time recipes now, just as we exchanged

hints in New Zealand at ordinary times. We have to explain to our service men

that this is not normal Britain, as after the full and plenty of necessary things

in the Dominion, it must seem strange to see small joints and a different

quality of cakes.

We used to follow the well known instructions - 1/2 lb, butter, 1/2 lb. sugar

and half-a-dozen eggs - but to mention that in Britain now causes a smile.

It is all like a dream, but no one complains.

It is a pleasure to be working with the New Zealand women here.

Some attend the Work Party, where we make pyjamas, dressing gowns and other

garments, which are sent away in the prisoner of war parcels.

Others are engaged every day in packing those parcels, in which all sorts

of useful things are included - brushes, slippers, underclothing, gloves, soap,
towels, chocolate, razor blades, housewives, and other things.

Other of our women help at the New Zealand Forces Club, which you have

heard about.

A lot of London women also help there. In fact, there is a list of over

300 women, some of whom go every day, and others a day or two a week. Other

of our women visit hospitals and give comforts to our service men.
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Recently, on New Zealand day, the New Zealand men and women

in London attended Divine Service in an old City Church, which has

a big bomb hole in the roof, and afterwards we were all entertained

by the Worshipful Company of Girdlers in the Vintener's Hall.

It is a great pleasure to us all when the New Zealand folk

meet together. It is very interesting in peace time, when there

are so many visitors here from the Dominion. We have thousands

of visitors here now, but they are all in uniform, and a large number

was with us on New Zealand day.

We try to maintain a New Zealand family feeling here, and we

look forward to the time when we shall all be home again.
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