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SPITFIRE V TELEGRAPH POST

While over Northern France today a Spitfire pilot flew so low to make

sure of hitting his target that his port wing snapped off the top of a

telegraph pole.

Then, with a foot long piece of the pole wedged in the wing root between

the cannon and the fuselage he came home safely to the astonishment of the

squadron engineer.

The force of the blow sent the piece of telegraph pole one third of the

way into the wing of the Spitfire. A small chip flew off the propeller blade

and the air cooler was also hit.

Six inches alone made the difference between the wing and the nose of the

aircraft hitting the pole. "Even a Spitfire would not have stood up to a

smack like that”, said the pilot afterwards.

"I made an attack on a goods train in a siding and hit the side of the

engine", he added.

"I was almost at ground level and as I started to climb clear I struck

the pole.

"I rocked a bit but did not realise it was such a near thing or that I was

carrying home with me such a bulky souvenir."

A few minutes earlier another Spitfire pilot, flying with him, had sprayed

a column of Nazi soldiers on the march with cannon and machine-gun fire from

a height of under 50 feet. They had not time to take cover. Two hundred

further along the pilot saw German soldiers on a lorry. He gave them a short

hurst which also found the target.

Both pilots are Americans, one comes from Indiannopolis and the other from

California. One was in the U.S. Marines before the war, but joined the

Canadian Air Force and then came to this country. The "pole crasher" was an

aeronautical engineer in the U.S. regular air force but did not like being a

member of the non-flying personnel. He also crossed the border to Canada in

order to fly.


