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QUEEN WILHELMINA BROADCASTS TO HER PEOPLE

Following is the speech broadcast by H.M. Queen Wilhelmina

of the Netherlands, over Radio Orange, at 7.45 B.S.T. this

evening :-

In the troubled situation, in which Our entire Empire new finds itself,

I feel impelled to address myself to you.

Throughout the length and breadth of the Netherlands East Indies a brave

fight is being carried on. Aruba has been attache . The menace to Curaçao
and the other islands is imminent. At any moment the same fate may befall

Surinam.

Side by side, closely linked as brothers-in-arms, we and our Allies are

fighting our enemies, while the Mother country maintains its stubborn and

courageous stand.

In the first place, I wish to honour the brave defenders of the Nether-

lands East Indies, their spirit of daring and perserverance, their many feats

of heroism, which rouse general admiration far beyond the borders of our

Empire and assure us for the future an honoured place amongst the nations.

Honour to those who fell in the battle. And thereby I recall also those

who became the victims of the barbarous methods of the enemy.

I do not forget the latest martyrs in the Netherlands, who gave their

lives for our liberty.

Compatriots, we place a laurel wreath before them, be it, alas, only in

thought.

I beg of you to listen now, with respectful attention, to the strains of

the "Wilhelmus”, in honour of their names.

(The "Wilhelnus" is played)

I am highly gratified that the valiant effort, displayed both by the Armed
Forces and by the Civil Defence in preparation against the enemy's attack, is

now having such excellent results.

If already at that time a spirit of stubborn resistance manifested itself,

that spirit has now grown into the fixed determination to resist to the utter-

most end and to defy the worst. The trial by fire has caused your sense of

being linked by a common destiny to become everywhere apparent. Your courage

and your dauntlessness fill Me and My compatriots with justiciable pride.

And now I address myself to the Netherlands.

To the cross already borne is now added the anxiety about the terrible

trials imposed upon the other parts of the Empire.

I realise to the full how heavy your burden is now. But I know that,

unanimous and determined, together with all our compatriots, you are seeing the

dawn of the hoped-for future through the darkness of the present hour.

More than ever I feel myself one with you, in the conviction that God will

bring deliverance.
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