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A STARVING EUROPE: HOW TO PREVENT IT

FOOD, FEED AID FIBRES

by Arthur Greenwood

Foil wing is the text of a speech delivered by the

Minister Without Portfolio at Essex Hall, Strand, to-day
at 2.30 p.m. :-

We are now facing grim days, which may hold dire perils for us. But with

faith in our cause and with the growing power of the United Nations our hearts

need not falter.

We know what an Axis victory would mean to us, to the overrun nations, to the

peoples of the Pacific, and to the world.

It would mean the shackles of slavery and the bitterness of humiliation.

Victory will mean a new chance for a free life for the peoples, and an

opportunity to apply the principles of the Atlantic Charter as our alternative

to Hitler's "new order".

In that task we shall have, with the co-operation of our allies, a great part

to play.

When the war is over and all its material destruction has been Wrought, we

shall have to turn our hands quickly to the gigantic task of relieving destitution

and physical suffering on a scale the world has never witnessed before. This task

has grown in size with the entry of Japan into the war and the devastation which

has ensued in the East.

Land after land, has been brought under the Nazi heel. Peoples have been

cast into bondage and into grinding poverty. They have been robbed of their

chattels. Their crops and stores have been seized. Numbers of them have been

driven into German factories or to labour in the fields and mines of the enemy.

There has been large scale destruction of buildings of all kinds and lines of

communication as a result of air attack. What this means in terms of hunger,
disease, and misery no one can measure.

It will be our proud duty to organise and assist in providing the means

whereby the freed peoples may begin to breathe and live again.

It is well to bear in mind what happened after the last war.

It was not until January 1919 that a Council was set up to investigate the

relief of Europe. The situation was serious. Hunger was widespread and there

was a serious lack of fuel, clothing, soapy and other home requirements. Medical

supplies were short. There were typhus epidemics in East Europe. Malnutrition

spread rickets and tuberculosis over many lands.

In the first nine months following the Armistice over £200 million were spent

on relief.

The situation which we shall face when the shooting stops in this war will be

infinitely graver and on a much larger scale. But we at least have this

advantage. On this occasion we have started our preparations in good time.

It is ever a year and a half since the British Government began to consider

the problems that would arise at the end of hostilities. We were then confronted

with the fact that war had, apart from military destruction, everywhere dislocated

trade and markets.

We recognised that the imposition of our blockade had interfered with normal

trade routes. We saw piling up in warehouses and on quay sides in many parts of

the world vast quantities of goods which could not be moved.
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Some of these export surpluses were perishable. Others could be stored.

And so, we began to consider how the dire necessities of the exporting countries

could be relieved and their hard lot turned to good account by building up,

out of their surpluses, resources which could be made available for the sustenance

of a starving Europe when hostilities ceased.

It became a very complicated problem. Some surpluses grew. Others

vanished and faced us with shortages. But out of our experiences we began to

work out a plan for post-war relief of the freed peoples.

These preliminary steps were followed in the autumn of last year by an

Allied Meeting at St. James’s Palace on 24th September. All our Allies agreed to

a resolution declaring that "it is their common aim to secure that supplies
of food, raw materials and articles of prime necessity should be made available

for the post-war needs of the countries liberated from Nazi Oppression".

Me thereupon developed our Allied Post-war Requirements Bureau. The

Bureau is now building the estimates of immediate requirements of the liberated

peoples of Europe, with a view to making the necessary provision for the day

when we can go to the aid of the victims of the great struggle.

How big this task will be cannot yet be foretold. But we know that it will

call for international co-operation and organisation, stretching far beyond the

provision of human food.

Me expect that there will be surpluses available in the world of something

to eat, something to wear and something to drink, - wheat for human beings, maize

for animal food, cotton and wool for clothes and coffee and tea to drink. In

other words, our primary needs will be "Food,Feed and Fibres".

But then we have swiftly to rush these things to the places where they are

needed and shipping may be a difficulty for a time.

Again inland transport on the Continent will be in a parlous condition.

Much has been destroyed, much has worn out, and a good deal of it may not be found

where we most urgently need it.

Further we shall no doubt have to grapple with outbreaks of epidemic

diseases.

These problems call for organisation and plans which are now being
worked out.

They will carry us out of the field of relief into that of reconstruction,
which must go on hand in hand with emergency measures.

It is vital that steps should be taken so that the peoples of the Continent

can get back to work once more and provide by their own exertions the

deficiencies of food, clothing and houses. Imports of raw materials will be

needed to help the restoration of European agriculture and industry as soon as

possible, so that the workers of Europe can gain or regain a reasonable standard

of life, in order that we may achieve that "freedom from want" which it is one of

our cardinal peace aims to secure for all.

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO
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