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LORD SHERWOOD ON INTER-SERVICE CO-OPERATION

THE LESSON OF BREST

Lord Sherwood, Under Secretary of State for Air, opening Midhurst Warship

Week this afternoon, said he did not feel he was stepping outside his proper

province in doing so. If someone from the Admiralty were to appeal for a heavy

bomber, the R.A.F. would feel nothing but gratitude. He continued:

"It is in the interests of all three services that each of them should be

strong, because in this war more than in any other, the services are

dependent upon one another. One of the prime factors in the victory which we

shall win will be the co-operation between the forces, and this co-operation

already exists. It will be improved upon, but it is already close. I say that

deliberately, a week after the Scharnhost and Gneisnau have steamed down the

English Channel, and I do so because there are people who, in their eloquence

or their folly, suggest that this is not the case. They try to sow the seeds

of bitterness between the Navy and the Royal Air Force, and in so doing render

great dis-service to this country. They are wrong in what they say and probably
in what they think. Because the Germans have carried out a bold well-timed

and well-planned move - and only those who under-rate the Germans-will deny their

boldness and skill - because good fortune and bad weather was on the side of

the Germans, it does not mean that there was a lack of co-operation between the

Navy and the Royal Air Force. There may have been some slip-up, I do not know,
but if there was the enquiry which is being held will reveal it. Certainly,
there was no lack of willingness to co-operate, no lack of daring and sacrifice.

Last Saturday, I talked to some of the pilots who went out after the ships,
and I know how bad the weather was and what they had to face. That the ships
should have got through is a grievous disappointment to all of us, but let it

not blind us to what has been achieved. For ten months, the Royal Air Force

kept the Scharnhorst and Gneisnau locked up in Brest, and in the end they had to

hurry back to Germany instead of sallying out into-the open sea to harry our

ships and convoys. It was ten months of arduous bombing of a target most

strongly protected by every means of defence, by guns and fighters, by camouflage
and decoy. We sustained losses, but it meant that the Germans could not use

Brest as an Atlantic base.

/"I am



- 2 -

”I am afraid that I have dwelt too long on this one incident in a world-wide

war. If I have done so it is he cause it is very much in all our minds at the

moment and because there has been much criticism that is unjustified, I sincerely

believe that we are reaching a high pitch of co-operation, not between our own

three services but among the united nations. We have seen how the gallant struggle

of Greece delayed the attack on Russia and gained valuable time, which may prove to

have made all the difference. We recognise and are grateful for the fine resistance

of the Russians which has saved our cities from the bombing of last winter. In return

the daylight attacks of our own fighters and bombers in the west brought back many of

the beat German fighter squadrons and pilots from the eastern front. The doggedness

of the Chinese reduces the threat to Australia, as does the stubborn fight of General

Macarthur's forces in the Phillipires. The presence
of Australians and New Sealanders

in the Middle East draws away a considerable part of the Axis forces from Russia, and

at the same time keeps open the Sues Canal. The great sacrifices of the Dutch people

in their rich East Indian possessions have been made for the sake of the common cause.

It all hangs together, it is all one story. There are American forces in the united

Kingdom. The Chinese are in Burma, the Poles are in Libya, and I am glad to say

that the British are in all these places. The United Nations are fighting and planning

together. This is our one great hope in these difficult days.

"But it is not only those in the midst of the fighting: not only those on the

battlefield who have a part to play. We in this country are having a fairly easy time

now. We have not had to face the horror and dislocation of war to the same extent

as last year, which lays on everyone in the land the obligation to work to his uttermost,

whether his job is at a desk, on munitions or at the plough.

"I realise that I am on delicate ground when I speak of the work in the fields,

because the Royal Air Force has had perforce to take over, for its aerodromes, much

land of agricultural value, and I warn you, will have to take over much more. In this

part of the world you have not suffered too much from our depredations, but there are

many places in which landowners and farmers have had cause to grumble at our activities.

It is indeed hard to see one’s farm taken to be made into an aerodrome, but the conso-

lation must be that it is the growing strength of the Royal Air Force that makes it

necessary.

"If we are to have mere squadrons, we must have more aerodromes for them to operate

from, and an aerodrome is not the simple thing it used to be. As the types of aircraft

improve, as the bombers get bigger, and the fighters faster they must have longer run-

ways. They need them over a mile long now, and then there are all the improved arrange-

ments for wireless, blind landing and the rest. The decision between agriculture and

aerodromes is not an easy one to take, and I should like to assure you now that it is

not lightly taken. A site is only decided upon after full discussion with the Ministry
of Agriculture and the County Agricultural Committees, and after every alternative less

damaging to agriculture has been examined, there is co-operation between the Ministry

of Agriculture and the Royal Air Force.

"In this war each of us must give up something, because each of us has something

to give, and by giving it we are helping the others. Perhaps the corvette which

you are going to present to the Navy as a result of this warship week will help to

bring to this country from Canada trained airmen for the Royal Air Force, and perhaps
those airmen will be the ones to assist the army when it deals the final blow which

will decide the war."
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