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TEACHERS' TRAINING TO BE REVIEWED

Following are extracts from a speech to he delivered by the Rt.

Hon. R.A. Butler M.P. President of the Board of Education, to the

Annual Conference of the Surrey County Teachers' Association at

Sutton, Surrey, at 3 p.m. today: -

Mr.Butler foreshadowed changes in the methods for training teachers.

The Government, said fir,Butler were indebted to the teaching profession
and were concerned to offer teachers the best opportunities to fit them for

their vital work.

"The State," he continued" should give more particular attention to the

training of teachers. The Training College should be the source of spiritual

values, upon which all teaching of religion must be based. It should be, too,
the fount of all educational inspiration and endeavour in the country.

"The whole question must be reviewed, and I have therefore decided to

set up a small body to advise me in the recruitment, the supply, and the

training of teachers.

"This step is fundamental and goes to the root of all our problems. I

trust that when I have the investigators' report in my hands I shall have an

opportunity of serving the teaching profession myself by rendering it the best

trained and the most carefully selected body of persons in the country."

Mr,Butler said that he could see that teachers were widening their influence

and seizing their chances. For instance, they were pioneers in building the

foundations of proper understanding between ourselves and America.

"The coming generation shall and must understand the importance of what

follows from the Prime Minister's historic mission to America. Cecil Rhodes

always foreshadowed that the destinies of the English speaking peoples must be

linked in order to save the civilization of the world.

"The children and the youth of this country can see big things more clearly
than some of their elders.

"Thus the teacher's task is not only to imbibe and to teach the history
of America in our schools, but to make history by linking indissolubly the younger

generations of both countries."

Mr. Butler acknowledged that the provision of school meals and other

extraneous duties put a strain on teachers, whose labours could not be compared with

mechanical work in industry. While he was confident that the teaching profession

would face these burdens in the spirit of the times, he said that it was the

business of the Board of Education to see that the additional duties which

teachers were cheerfully undertaking should not become so heavy as to impair
their efficiency, and Local Education Authorities had been asked to consider the

employment of voluntary or paid assistants to help in this extra work.

Furthermore, his colleagues in charge of other departments had premised
that teachers' help should be solicited, only through the Board and the Local

Education Authority.
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