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THE OLD BRIGADE FIGHTS ON

"Where are the boys of the old brigade"?

So far as Fighter Command is concerned the answer is that most of them are

still helping to beat the energy. Many of the Spitfire and Hurricane pilots who

tackled the Luftwaffe over the beaches of Dunkirk, over Norway, and over Kent and

Sussex in the Battle of Britain, are now distributed among the present home

based fighter squadrons as Flight and Squadron Commanders, as Wing Leaders and

Group Captains directing, operations. Others, like Fighter Command’s top scoring

pilot, are teaching new pilots the art of air fighting. Some are prisoners of war,

while others have been lost in combat during offensive operations over enemy territory.

Here is what some of those pilots, whose deeds made front page news in

1940 are doing now:

Flight Lt. J.H. Lacey, D.F.M., who avenged the first daylight bombing of

Buckingham Palace on September 13th 1940, by shooting down the raider over Kent,

is teaching new pilots the finer points of air warfare at an operational training

unit. Commissioned early in 1941 he was soon a Flight Commander in the squadron

in which he had served as an N.C.O., and he took part in many of last year’s

offensive sweeps over Northern France. He left his old squadron after being

continually engaged on operations for two years, with a score of 23 enemy aircraft

destroyed.

Two pilots of a Hurricane squadron, survivors from the aircraft carrier H.M.S.

"Glorious", sunk during the evacuation from Narvik, are still flying against the

enemy. One of them, a New Zealander, W/C. P.G. Jameson D.F.C. leads a fighter

wing from an English east coast station and his six victories include two at night.
The other is Group Captain K.B.B. Cross D.S.O. D.F.C., whose work in the Libyan

campaign was recently rewarded with the D.S.O.

Wing Commander H.P. Blatchford, D.F.C., a Canadian pilot, who, as a Flight

Commander deputising for his Commanding Officer, led his squadron into battle

against the Italians when they made their first raid on this country in November

1940, is also leading a wing on offensive patrols.

One of the two pilots who shared in bringing down the 600th enemy machine to

be destroyed from their station in 1940, finished the Battle of Britain with 21

German planes to his credit. He is Squadron Leader H.M. Stephen, D.S.O
,

D.F.C.

For some months he had a rest from operational flying being attached to the Ministry
of production, but he is now back in Fighter Command's front line again.

The other is Flight Lieutenant J.C. Mungo Park, D.F.C., now missing.

Now leading a Spitfire squadron in S.E. England is a pilot who made a

remarkable escape from the Germans during the fighting in France. This is Squadron
Leader B.J. Wicks, D.F.C., who was shot down near the Belgian frontier on May 22

1940 and hid from the Germans for ten days before he managed to cross into

territory still held by the French.
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"Hells bells, he’s all to pieces in the air." One of the first pilots
to test out a cannon firing Spitfire against the enemy gave this cry of victory

over his radio telephone as the Heinkel at which he had fired blew-up in the air.

This was Flight Lieutenant A.C. Bartley, D.F.C., who is now flying new machines

every day - helping to test planes at one of Britain's biggest aircraft

factories.
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