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Following is the text of a broadcast by the Minister of

Agriculture in the B.B.C. Home News at 9 o’clock tonight:-

In a few minutes you will hear the new prices.

The fixing of fair prices, believe me, hasn’t been an easy job. There are

no real costings in agriculture. Different people quite sincerely have very

different ideas. The job that the Secretary of State for Scotland and I have

had to do with our colleagues in the government and with the two Farmers’ Unions

was to arrive at a fair settlement.

The Secretary of State and I take full responsibility for what has now been

agreed. I believe it represents fair play all round. If I didn’t, believe me,

I wouldn’t be here tonight.

Anything less wouldn’t be fair to you. Anything more wouldn’t have been fair

to the taxpayer. It’s vitally important for future relations between town and

country that justice should be done both to farmers and to taxpayers.

What’s going to be the effect of these prices on farming? It’s bound to be

uneven. Some of you today are doing very well. These new prices simply mean

you will pay a bit more in taxes to the Chancellor. For the majority of you the

new prices will just cover your increased costs. On the other hand I know some

of you are farming difficult land. Despite the good prices which we’ve enjoyed

since August 1940, you’re still struggling to make both ends meet. You may well

feel that you’ll be hard put to it to pay the new wages. Well, we can’t go on

pushing up prices for all farmers because of the difficulties of a minority. It

would make post-war adjustment impossible and nobody wants 1921 again. We’ve got

to try to find another solution for this problem of marginal production and we’ve

invited the National Farmers' Union of England and Wales and the Scottish Farmers’

Union to help us.

In the meantime, the nation needs maximum production and all producers must be

kept going. If any farmer feels that those increased prices in his case are

insufficient to get that extra bit of production from the land that he thinks

possible, this is what I want him to do. I want him to go along to his County

Committee and lay all his cards on the table. It’s no disgrace today to be hard

up - indeed it’s almost a disgrace not to be.

I would only add that the leaders of the National Farmers' Union of England
and Wales and of the Scottish National Farmers’ Union have told us that subject

to an early settlement of milk prices they agree that these price changes fulfil

the Government’s pledges to the farmers in the letter and the spirit.

The delay in settling prices undoubtedly caused you anxiety. I’m sorry it

was necessary to keep you in suspense. But it really was vital to reach a fair

agreement.

One final word. In the last twelve months War Agricultural Committees,
farmers large and small, responded magnificently to the demands made on them.

I don’t know whether the people of Britain realise the efforts required to grow

so much extra food. In fact at this grave hour it is to you they must look to

see them through next winter. Forget any grievances. Remember you are on

active service. Use your ploughshares as swords. I know you will not fail us.
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