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AT 11.15 P.M.

MR. HARRIMAN TALKS TO THE

"V" ARMY.

Following is the text of tonight's broadcast by
Colonel Britton in the B.B.C. European Service at 11.15 p.m.

In the studio with Col. Britton is Mr. Averell Harriman.

This is Colonel Britton.

Last Sunday night, Mr. Churchill, the British Prime Minister, said

this : "When I survey and compute the power of the United States and its vast

resources and feel that they are now with us, I cannot believe that

there is any other fact in the whole world which can compare with that.”

We11, it seemed to me that I couldn't do better than invite

Mr. Averell Harriman to come and speak to the V army. I suppose there is no

man in a better position to talk about the vast resources of America and about

this war of production.

So I’ve prepared some questions for you, Mr. Harriman.

We know that the Axis Powers are about to make a tremendous effort. We

know that Hitler must launch a tremendous offensive in the spring of this year

and that every gun and tank and aeroplane, every radio set, every gallon of oil,
every pair of boots, is going to count. We know that in the field of production

Hitler’s spring offensive has already begun.

So I want to ask you first about American production, about American

production today. What do you say about that?

MR. HARRIMAN.

Well, there’s plenty to say.

Most people know that America produces a lot of things but not many

people realise just what our resources are.

I’ll give you just a few facts.

Take Steel. All war is based on steel.

The United States alone is now producing 90 million tons of steel a

year. That’s about twice as much as the steel production of all Europe put

together. It’s three times Germany's production and over ten times Japan's.
You can see we make a lot of steel.

In America we make practically everything that is made.

In peacetime we make agricultural machinery and radios, sewing machines

and cars, refrigerators, typewriters, transport aeroplanes, washing machines,

pretty well everything you can think of. And don’t forget ships. And don’t

forget oil.

And we not only make things but we make a lot of them. We’ve got one

city which makes more motor cars than all the rest of the world put together.

The automobile industry is, of course, one of the world’s key industries

in peacetime and in war potentiality.

Last year, the United States made 14,000 motor vehicles every day - each

day 14,000 new cars rolled out of the factories. In the year we made five

million cars, Germany's biggest year’s production was a mere 350,000 cars,

about 25 days' output for America.
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Well, now we’re in the war and America’s gigantic automobile industry has

stopped making cars - no more cars except for military use until we have won the

war. These huge factories, which make five million cars in a year, are today

building tanks and aeroplanes.

And this is only one of America's industries. The same thing is true of

nearly all of them. Now we are only making what it takes to beat the Axis.

The whole great economic system of America is being turned over to war produc-

tion. Nothing is being held back.

So you can see, when the President says he wants 60,000 aeroplanes this year

and 45,000 tanks and 8,000,000 tons of ships this year, he knows that he will get

them. And more next year.

COLONEL BRITTON.

Yes, Mr. Harriman. But it's one thing to stop making five million cars a year

and start making 60,000 aeroplanes. Will you really, get those

60,000 planes this year and all those tanks and ships? Because it’s this year for Hitler,

or never.

MR. HARRIMAN.

We'll get them all right.

Don't forget that America hasn't ignored war production these last two years.

All that time we have been getting ready. Expansion of our plans production was

well under way in 1940. We were building them for Britain and France. And we

were beginning our own defence programme too.

So when we came into the war, we weren't starting from scratch. It was a

question of expanding can already well-developed and well planned war industry.

When the Japanese attacked us last December American industry wasn't taken by

surprise. That Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour simply pressed the button.

American industry went straight into action. The Axis Powers hoped that we'd be

paralysed with fear - that we'd stop sending arms to our friends. They were, wrong.

Our help to the United Nations hasn't stopped. It has increased, and will continue

to increase because American war production will grow every month, month by month,
until the Axis power is broken.

We began a defence programme in 1940. Well, it isn't a defence programme any

longer. It's a Victory programme.

COLONEL BRITTON.

A Victory programme. That's fine Mr. Harriman. And now what about manpower?

MR. HARRIMAN.

Well, I'm glad you mentioned that because I suppose Hitler faces no other

problem so terrifying and so unanswerable.

Our industry is not only much superior to Germany's but we've a much larger

population. And it's not within what you might call easy bombing range, either of

Berlin or of Tokio. Manpower? We've an army of two millions already. This will

be doubled before the year is out. Nine million more Americans registered for

military service this week.

The advance guard of American troops is on Europe now. Many more will come.
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Meanwhile let Hitler consider our industrial army, the finest in the

world. Fifteen millions of them, skilled, well paid and free men, who work

their best. Their trade unions have been fostered, not destroyed by the

American Government and they understand the value of their independence,
their standards of living and their feature under Democracy.

Those free and resolute millions are the backing for our war of

production. This is just what Hitler lacks and it’s giving Hitler the

jitters.

COLONEL BRITTON

Well, Mr. Harriman, we’ve good reason to know about American manpower.

We knew about it 25 years ago. We can still hear the echo of that fresh

American army which came over in its millions and of that American industry
which helped us to flatten out the Kaiser’s armies. Today we can almost

hear agin the hum of the American factories and the tramping of feet of those

millions of young men.

And now I wonder if you'll say a word about the other side of the

picture? As you know we're talking to the people of Europe, the great
V army of Europe which continues the fight against Hitler. We're talking to

men who care writing down what you say and who'll print it in their secret

newspapers or who’ll repeat it to their friends.

MR. HARRIMAN

Well, Colonel Britton, I’d say this to the members of this great V

army.

We know you. We know you for brave men and women who fight without weapons

in their hards. But you’ve fire in your hearts which we know will help
to destroy Hitler.

We Americans are with you, all the way. I’ve told you how we’re

working there across the Atlantic.

Help us to speed up victory. As Colonel Britton said the production
offensive has begun already - everything Counts. Don’t forget that times

wasted in Nazi Europe now is just as useful as times saved in America.

I’m talking to those of you who have to work for Nazi Germany in your

own countries and also those of you who are forced to go to Germany to work.

You are now Hitler’s manpower and Hitler’s industrial hope. He

hasn’t got enough Germans so he’s got to depend on you.

So carry on with your go-slow methods, which you understand so well,
and your sabotage which can't be detected - the tools that disappear, the cogs

that jam, the fuse that blows, the machine that isn’t oiled, all the little

things that a can go sour for a bad master.

And you foreign workers in Germany itself, nearly four million of you,

including prisoners, you’rethere to replace the thousands and thousands

of German workers agonizing tonight on the bitter steppes of Russia. Hitler couldn’t

bring these men home to their workbenches this winter for the good reason

that the Red Army wouldn’t let him.

And so Hitler has had to force you into Germany - a desperate step bringing
enemies into the very heart of the Nazi Reich.

You are warriors in a great commando, deep behind the enemy lines, You’re

fighting the grimmest secret battle of the war.

COLONEL BRITTON

MR. HARRIMAN TALKS TO THE V ARMY

Yes, it’s a grim battle, but it's worth fighting. And there’s my last

question, Mr. Harriman. What about the future when we’ve won this war?

/Mr.Harriman
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