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NATIONAL SOCIALISM AND CHRISTIANITY

TEXT OF MEMORANDUM BY MARTIN BORMANN

A vitally impartant memorandum on National Socialism and Christianity written

by Martin Bormann, new boss of the Nazi party, has became available. Bormann,
friend and adviser of Hitler, has been given even greater powers than Rudolf Hess

had. He represents the extreme S.S. group.

The document is as follows:-

"The National Socialist point of view is irreconcilable with the Christian.

The Christian churches are erected on the foundation of ignorance and have tried
to preserve this ignorance in a large part of the population; only so can the

Christian churches maintain their power. On the other hand National Socialism

rests on scientific foundations. Christianity has unchangeable foundations

which were established nearly two thousand years ago and have been hardened into

more and more far-fetched dogmas. National Socialism, therefore, if it is to

discharge its task from new on, must be built up steadily on the latest dis-

coveries of scientific research.

"The Christian churches have long recognised the dangers which threatened

their position through the discoveries of the exact sciences, and have endeavoured

to suppress or to falsify scientific research through their dogmas, through a

false science, as their theology really is. Our National Socialist world picture,
on the other hand, stands far above the teachings of Christianity, which in their

essential points have been taken over from Judaism. For this reason also we

should not have any need for Christianity.

"No one would know anything about Christianity if it had not been infiltrated

into them in childhood by the clergy. The so-called 'Dear God' gives no knowledge
of his existence to young people, but, strange as it may seen, leaves this, in

spite of His Almighty Power, to the efforts of the clergy. If our youth of the

future learns nothing more of this Christianity, whose teachings are so inferior

to ours, it will disappear of its own accord.

"It is a remarkable thing, also, that humanity knew nothing of this Christian

God before the beginning of the present era, and even since then it has been

unknown to the greater part of the earth's inhabitants. Therefore, according to

the extremely presumptuous, but nevertheless Christian point of view, they are

condemned from the start.

"If we National Socialists speak about 'faith in Cod' (Gottglaubigkeit) we

do not mean the same God as the naive Christians and their clerical exploiters,

who think of a humanlike being sitting about somewhere in the spheres. We must

do much more to open the eyes of men to the fact that besides our small world, so

insignificant in the great universe there is an unimaginable number of other

planets, just as the sun is surrounded by planets and the planets by smaller

bodies. The natural Force which maintains these innumerable planets in the

universe we call the God. The opinion that this Universal Power can

trouble himself about the fate of individual beings, even of the smallest cell of

earthly life, or can be influenced by so-called prayers or other incredible things

rests on an essential dose of naivete or on shameful deceit.

"On the other hand, we National Socialists set before ourselves the aim of

living as far as possible by the light of nature, that is to say, by the law of

Life. The more closely we recognise and obey the laws of Nature and of Life,

the more we observe them, by so much the more ao we express the will of the

Almighty. The more insight we have into the will of the Almighty, the greater

will be our success.

"From this irreconcilability of National Socialist and Christian opinions

it follows that any strengthening of the existing Christian churches or any

encouragement of churches coming into existence is to be rejected. We must not

make any difference here between various Christian confessions. For this

reason also the thought of building up an Evangelical Church of the Reich,

through a coming together of the different evangelical churches should be

rejected, for the Evangelical Church is as hostile towards us as the Catholic

Church. Any strengthing of the Evangelical Church would work out badly for

us.
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"It was a historical failing of the German Emperors of the Middle Ages that

they always tried to produce order at the Vatican. It is a fault into which we

Germans have unfortunately often fallen that we have tried to produce order where

our interest lay in splitting up and producing divisions. The Hohenstanfens

would have had the greatest interest in splitting up the ecclesiastical network

of power. From the standpoint of the Reich it would have been most desirable if

there had been not one Pope, but at least two, or if possible many more, and it

would have been a good thing if they had fought one another. Instead of which

the German Emperors, and especially the Hohenstanfens tried to bring about order in

the Church, to assist one Pope to power over all his rivals, so that the Emperors,

as soon as the Pope had become strong enough, received from him a nasty rebuff.

The Churches, in order to strengthen their own position, have again and again

encouraged divisions among princes and later among the parties and worked for it

with their full strength. In earlier generations the leadership of the people lay

exclusively in the hands of the Church. The State limited itself to giving out

laws and ordinances and generally ruling. The real leadership of the people lay
not with the State but with the Churches. These exercised through the priests
the strongest influence over the life of individuals, families and the whole

community. Everything that did not suit the churches was ruthlessly suppressed.

"For centuries the State lent itself in various ways to the development of

Church influence. It depended on the Churches whether they would help or whether

they would hinder. The State was dependent on the help of the Church. The

struggle of the German Emperors against the Pope was bound to result in shipwreck,
both in the Middle Ages and in later times, because it was not the Emperors but

the Church which had the real leadership of the people in their hands.

"This spiritual and cultural dependence of the State upon the Church, this

relinquishing of leadership and allowing the Church to have it, became so much the

understood thing that nobody ventured seriously to question it. This remained so

until immediately before the accession to power of the National Socialists. For

the first time in German history the Fuhrer has the leadership of the people firmly
and fully in his hands. With the Party, its members and associated groups, the

Fuhrer has fashioned the Government into such an instrument that it is now

independent of the Church. All influences which might be prejudicial to the leader-

ship of the people by the Fuhrer must be ruled out. The people must be wrested from

the Churches and their priests. It is quite natural that the Churches, from their

standpoint, will fight against this loss of power, but never must it again be

possible for the Churches to have any influence in the leadership of the people. This

must be permanently broken. Only the State-leadership, with its associated branches,
has the right to lead the people. Just as the harmful influences of astrologers,

soothsayers and similar swindlers must be ruled out, so must the power of the

Church be continually reduced. Only when that has happened will the State leader-

ship have its full influence on individual members of the community, only then

will State and people be secure and on firm ground.

"We should repeat the faults of bygone centuries if, while we recognised the

spiritual antipathy of the Christian confessions, we were to contribute in any

way to the strengthening of one of the various Churches. The interest of the

Reich lies not in encouraging unity but in maintaining and strengthening
ecclesiastical divisions."

(Signed) M. BORMANN

Reichsleiter
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