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NOT FOR PUBLICATION, BROADCAST, OR USE ON CLUB TAPES BEFORE

0030. B.S.T. (i.e. FOR MORNING PAPERS) ON SATURDAY, FEB. 21.
THIS EMBARGO SHOULD BE RESPECTED OVERSEAS BY PREFACING ANY

MESSAGES FILED WITH THE EMBARGO.

AGRICULTURAL PRICES.

With a view to ensuring the production of food in this country on a

necessary scale and in pursuance of their policy of maintaining prices of

agricultural produce at a general level sufficient to provide farmers with a

reasonable return for their work and enterprise, after meeting costs of production,
the Government after an exhaustive review of all the information available regarding
costs and returns and after consultation with the National Farmers' Unions

of England and Wales and Scotland, have reached the following decisions on

prices for 1942/43. These prices will be applicable throughout the United

Kingdom.

The price for wheat of millable quality will be increased from 14s. 6d to

16s. per cwt. As regards oats the maximum prices at the beginning of the

current season were 13s. 9d. for milling cats and 13s.6d. for feeding oats.

The corresponding prices for oats of the 1942 harvest will be 14s.9d. and

14s.6d. The question of scales of monthly prices designed, to encourage farmers

to hold wheat and oats in stack until required for milling and other purposes

and to meet the cost of such storage will be considered at a later stage in the

light of the supply situation.

The maximum price of rye will be raised to 15s.6d. per cwt.

A maximum price to be announced later will be fixed for malting barley.
The maximum price of feeding barley will be raised to 14s.6d. per cwt.

These prices all refer to crops from the 1942 harvest.

In accordance with the present system an acreage payment and appropriate

prices, varying according to the different varieties and districts and the

season of the year, will be prescribed in due course for potatoes grown in

1942. The general aim will be to give to farmers an increased return of

approximately 5s. per ton as compared with what they obtained for the 1941

crop.

Prices for sugar beet and flax to be grown in 1942 have already been

announced.

Graduated adjustments will be made to fat cattle prices designed to secure

an overall average increase of 6s.6d. per live cwt. in a full year. The details

of adjustments to seasonal scales, and between the various classes and killing

out percentage, including the dates from which these adjustments will take

effect, are being worked out in consultation with producers’ representatives.
Apart from possible minor adjustments there will be no price increase for fat

cows, bulls and calves.
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An increase averaging 1 1/2 d. per lb. over a full year will be made in

the prices of fat sheep andlambs. Details of the application of this increase

to seasonal scales and as between sheep and lambs are also being worked out

in concultation with producers' representatives. There will be no increase

in the price of fat ewes and rams.
\

As from 23rd February the price of clean pigsand rigs will be increased

by 1/- per score. There will be no price increase for sows or other classes

of pigs.

Prices for the 1942 wool clip will be adjusted so as to give an average

increase of 2d. per lb. over the whole range of prices. Details will be

announced as soon as possible.

The prices of eggs delivered to packing stations will be raised by an

amount representing an average increase of l0d. per 120 in the year beginning

March 5. Details will be discussed with producers.

The question of the appropriate adjustment to milk prices for the year

beginning 1st April 1942 is receiving urgent consideration in connection with

the examination by the Departments concerned of the proposals put forward

by the Milk Marketing Board and the National Farmers' Union of England and

Wales for a new price structure for England and Wales for that year.

A further announcement on this subject will be made as soon as possible.

JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENTS

OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND.
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