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Following is the text of a speech to be delivered by
Mr.Eden at the opening by the Turkish Ambassador of

the Turkish People’s House in London at 3 p.m.

this afternoon.

The Halkevleri or People's Houses in Turkey are the practical expression
of the spirit of modern Turkey as conceived by her great founder, Ataturk.

In the People’s Houses the Turks of to-day con study the arts

and crafts of the past and present, and work for the future.

In fact these admirable institutions, which are so characteristic

a part of the Turkey of Ataturk, afford the Turk of to-day, whether townsman

or villager, an outlet for the activities of his spare time and a means

of developing the essential Turkish way of life.

These People’s Houses are a living example of the attention paid by

new Turkey to the needs of the mind and the spirit.

They are Turkey’s most individual contribution to the civilisation of

the 20th century.

The People’s House which is being founded in London to-day is the

first to be established in a foreign country.

The fact that this country has been chosen for this signal mark of

attention is yet another sign of the close and increasing friendship which

exists between modem Turkey and democratic England.

The people of Turkey are strong, resolute and free.

In a world at war they are resolved to defend their independence, trusting

in their own strength and in the support of their Allies.

Our cause is Turkey’s cause, we stand for the defence of the same ideals

of civilisation, and we know that the Turks if attacked will defend themselves

with a resolution worthy of their history.

In these days, when the world is menaced by the powers of evil, we must

all stand together, help one another, and know one another.

This People’s House in the heart of the British Empire will be a focal

point where Turks and Britons may meet, discuss their common problems and

interests, and gain in mutual understanding.
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