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THE NATION CALLS FOR 200,000 SALVAGE STEWARDS

In connection with the Ministry of Supply’s newly launched salvage

scheme, Mr. J.C.Dawes, O.B.E., M.I.Mech.E., Controller of Salvage

(local authorities) speaking at Wembley recruiting rally at the Wembley

Town Hall tonight, stated that he welcomed the opportunity of thanking

the Wembley Corporation for their consistently good salvage work, the

importance of which had long been appreciated by the borough. He

pointed out that salvage work was an essential war job in which every-

one could and should participate.

Wood pulp - made from waste paper - was an essential commodity
the material for which was long neglected in tens of thousands of tons.

Of what avail if shell production is good if we have not the necessary

cases (made from wood pulp) to convey them to the front?

Shipping difficulties had created an increased need for vital raw

materials and we found ourselves faced with a shortage of wood pulp, scrap

metal, rubber, bones and kitchen waste - all of which can be salvaged
from the home.

Local authorities, assisted by voluntary helpers, W.V.S. and others,
have by their efforts produced 600,000 tons of wood pulp and 550,000 tons

of scrap metal. Rags and fibrous materials must not be overlooked -

They go into the making of charts, maps, first-class reaper, clothing for

the men and women in the forces, and of blankets.

The collection of bones must be trebled at the least. Nitro-

glycerine for explosives, glue, fertilisers, and feeding stuffs for cattle

have all been manufactured from bones - at present the most disappointing

yield figures in the salvage schedule.

Mr. Dawes went on to say that we were now faced with the problem of

how to increase the supply of salvage and it was for this purpose the

Salvage Stewards scheme has been inaugurated. Wembley had already 400

such helpers and the scheme had proved so successful that it was hoped to

enrol at least 200,000 stewards in the 4 countries, roughly one for every

50 houses. In addition to those who assist householders it was hoped
that internal salvage stewards would be appointed at all large works, ware-

houses, offices, and in town halls in order to make quite sure that waste

materials of all kinds were effectively utilised in the national cause.

The value of personal contact had been emphasised many times and

the householder could now obtain first-hand information as to what to
save,

how to sort it and how to store it prior to collecting.

In conclusion Mr. Dawes mentioned that the work of Salvage Stewards

was of front line importance - and there could be no telling what they

might be called upon to do - there was no glamour attached to it. As a

slogan which Salvage Stewards might adopt he suggested "Collectable salvage

shall be collected".

People wishing to participate in this scheme should call or write

to their local council.
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