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POST-WAR EMPIRE TRADE

PREPARING THE ANGLO-CANADIAN GROUND

Plans for developing Empire trade immediately the war is

over were referred to in the presidential address of Mr. H.W. Smart at

the 20th Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in

Great Britain, which was held in London today.

Referring to the recent statement by the Canadian Prime Minister

regarding Canada's contribution to the war, Mr. Smart pointed out that it

represented a gift of some £225,000,000 plus a loan of £91,000,000 free of

interest for the duration.

"To illustrate the magnitude of these figures, they amount to

approximately the revenue last year of the Dominion and Provincial

Governments combined.

"I hope that this great gesture on the part of Canada will be

fully understood here, and prove to this country the determination of

the Canadian Government to accept its full share in the prosecution of

the war to the utmost limit.

"When," he continued, "we view the immense help which Canada is now

giving, we are thankful that Canada has not remained an agricultural

country alone.”

Unhampered by raids, and with most raw materials at hand, the great

factories of Canada were quickly able to switch over their production to

war material and, as in the United Kingdom, numerous smaller plants quickly

and willingly fell into line, so that throughout the whole breadth of

Canada munitions have been pouring in ever increasing volume to the Eastern

seaboard. Despite all the enemy bad done to cut the life-line which joins

Britain and North America, goods which reached this country from Canada in

1941 were twice what they were in the last peace-time year. These

shipments were vital commodities - food and the munitions of war. The

fateful Battle of the Atlantic is being won.

Destroyers, corvettes and the numerous small craft which were so

essential to the maintenanceof trade, besides the cargo vessels themselves,
were now leaving the yards at a rate which, two years ago, would have

seemed impossible, The huge motor plants which had planned a very

ambitious aircraft programme were well ahead of schedule.

"Looking to the future" said Mr. Smart, "and in the constant hope
that hostilities may cease sooner than we can reasonably anticipate,
Committees of the Chamber have met from time to time so as to at least keep

flowing information from as many channels as possible, and in order to be

ready to collaborate and help in any move which the Governments of Canada

and the United Kingdom might make in trade relationship."

The problem for immediate study and investigation was the re-

establishment of general trade as soon after the war as circumstances

permit, Canada willingly surrendered her long-view plans and it was but

fair to her that no hindrance should be put in the way of at least the

re-establishment of her pre-war trade. Furthermore it might be hoped,
that in view of the very close co-operation Canada had given, the Govern-

ment of the day in the United Kingdom would see that such co-operation

continued in the post-war reconstruction period.

There was equal responsibility on the part of the United Kingdom
to share with Canada the task of re-establishing in commerce and industry

the tens of thousands of Canadian soldiers who would be returning to the

Dominion after the war.
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