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SALVAGING THE NORMANDIE

Broadcast talk on The Salvage of the Normandie. By
Paul Schubert (recorded from New York)

in the Home News 1 o’clock today.

Obviously, the question of salvaging this ship is so tremendously
important that more than ordinary effort will he justified in righting her

and putting her hack into commission if that is possible. Roughly, the

problem is as follows; The NORMANDIE, a deep draught ship, had been tied up
for more than two years, so that at low tide she rested in soft cosy silt,
deposited by the Hudson River. Preparatory to moving her out into the stream,
dredgers had been at work removing the silt, and had dredged what amounted

to a trough along the ship’s port side.

The fire that broke out last Monday was in the upper part of the ship. Quite
naturally, the lower part of the ship was shut off from it as much as possible.
Largo lower spaces, the engine-rooms, the boiler rooms wore dry and it is probable
that the ship’s cii-1 and water, tanks and bunkers

were for the most part empty. Water was pumped into the ship by the hundred

thousand gallons, mostly from fire boats on the port side. This water tended
much more than would normally be the case to upset the ship's stability. It

gave her an increasing list to port, and the more she listed, the more it

tended to drag her down.

It set up what engineers call a "turning moment." That night, heroic work

was done in trying to compensate for this "turning moment." There were only
two ways in which it could be done. One was to let water into the starboard

side of the ship, to create a balance on that side; the other was to pump or

spill water out of tho port side to relieve the downward pull there.

Unfortunately, it wasn’t humanly possible to accomplish cither of these

emergency steps in time. The outgoing tide set the ship down into the silt, and

it appears that the trough under the port side added the finishing touch. She

simply rolled over into it.

Now as to salvage. Broadly, the only way in which this can be tackled is

first to seal the ship airtight, section by section, and then force in air to

drive the water out of the port side compartments, so that she floats off the

bottom on her port side. Then, if she doesn’t right herself due to her inherent

stabilit y ,
the flooding of some starboard bilges could be resorted to, to set

up a righting moment. The hard part of this job is sealing the ship airtight.

I visited the work then being carried on by Messrs. Cox and Danks at Scapa

Flow after the last war, when the scuttled ships of tho German fleet were being

salvaged. Raising the giant Hindenburg battle cruiser was a job something like

that on the NORMANDIE. Although the HINDENBURG was on on oven keel, her upper

works had to be sealed, and this involved patching thousands of openings, large

and small. That sort of thing takes time.

The determining factor may well be why ther the NORMANDIE’s engine rooms are

at present flooded with salt water, and whether being under water for the

length of time required to right end salvage her would ruin her giant turbines,

with all their auxiliary pumps, boilers, blowers and tho like. Salvaging this

liner is a major engineering job, but the world’s best engineering brains, from

both sides of the Atlantic, will be called in on it, and if it is humanly

possible, the great ship will be saved, and will still play her part in this

Titanic struggle.
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