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FEW REMEMBER VALENTINE'S DAY

Valentine's Day this year will cause no excitement at the General Post

Office although at one time preparations had to he made equalling those for

dealing with the Christmas mail rush. A number of valentines have arrived by

airgraph from the troops in the Middle East, but it is unlikely that there will
be

many in the inland post.

Eighty years ago 400 additional sorters had to be employed in London alone

to deal with the million valentines passing through the post. They consisted

mainly of small presents - fancy cards with paper roses and Cupid darts,
jewellery and handkerchief boxes.

The custom died slowly but even in 1891 records show that Valentine’s

Eve saw a sixfold increase in postal traffic.

Some years before the war someone at the Post Office remembered the

forgotten saint and a special form for Greetings Telegrams was introduced. It

proved very popular. Many vows were made, sometimes at heavy expense as in

the case of the swain who ended his poetic telegram with

"And now I’ve asked you to be mine

By Gosh, it’s cost me eight and nine".

General Post Office M.o.I. 1.

SOAP FOR RESIDENTS IN CATERING ESTABLISHMENTS OR INSTITUTIONS

The Ministry of Food announces that catering establishments and

institutions, which have not in the past supplied their residents with
soap,

may include in their applications for permits to the local Food Office an

application for toilet soap
for the use of their residents. The allowance to

be made for that purpose is under consideration, but for the time being
establishments in this class will be authorised to obtain supplies of soap on

the basis of 3 ounces monthly for each resident. This allowance is additional

to the ordinary allowance based on previous consumption.

In filling up the application form - SOAP 1 - a catering establishment

or institution should indicate, in the column provided for the signature of

suppliers, that the soap is required for the use of residents, and that it has

not, in the past, been their practice to supply their residents with soap.

Ministry of Food M.o.I. 2.

MULES AS MASCOTS

Two new recruits have been added to the strength of a Light A.A.

detachment stationed on the peak of a lonely mountain in North Wales.

They are a couple of mules, named Dolly and Dady, and their job is

to carry rations and stores up the steep, rough mountain track which loads to

the site and which, during the recent severe weather, has been practically

impassable.

Dolly and Dady have settled down well and the result is a considerable

saving of petrol and wear and tear on Army vehicles.

The keen Welsh air gives these mules healthy appetities and they are

rationed in the normal way by the R.A.S.C. Their daily menu consists of ten

pounds of hay, 8 lbs of straw and 6 lbs of oats.

They are looked after by Gunner Wilson, a lad from a farm in Perth, but

the entire battery now regards them as their official mascots. — War Office

M.o.I. 3.


