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THE FUTURE OF ETHIOPIA: INTERVIEW WITH HAILE SELASSIE

The future of Ethiopia, the development of her trade and

natural resources, have been discussed by the Emperor, Haile

Selassie, in an interview with the "Ethiopia Star." The

Emperor 's remarks are contained in the following cable from

Nairobi:-

I consider the Anglo-Ethiopian Agreement to be of great advantage
to both parties. It has been received with universal satisfaction in

Ethiopia and proves that Britain has been true to her pledges made after

the Italian aggression in 1935. It shows that Britain 's sole wish is to

see Ethiopia restored to her rightful position as a free, prosperous and

independent member of the family of nations.

I realise the necessity for retaining a sufficient number of Italian

technicians until such time as they can adequately be replaced by
technicians from friendly countries in order that essential services may

be maintained. In view of the relatively small number who must remain

I do not consider that they will be a danger to Allied security.

Until internal trade and prosperity are re-established I do not

think Ethiopia can be of any substantial assistance to the Allied war

effort so far as supplies are concerned, but we shall endeavour to assist

in this respect as much as we can afford.

With regard to armed assistance, it is my firm intention to supply a

brigade of Ethiopian troops to take their place alongside the Allied forces

of Great Britain. It will be remembered that many Ethiopian soldiers have

considerable of desert warfare.

For the future administration of Ethiopia I intend to rely on a system
of responsible ministers assisted ac first by British advisers. It will be

a modern central government. Improved communications, in particular all-

weather roads and an extended telegraph system, will permit of much closer

control in the outlying districts. Capable administrators and civil servants

are available in sufficient numbers, although these numbers were severely

depleted by the unjustifiable and savage murders committed by the Italian
Fascist Governors.

Judicial reforms will include properly constituted and supervised
courts throughout the Empire with the usual safeguard of appeals to

superior courts, Mohammedans will be judged by their own Kadis, and

foreigners can be tried at their own request by the High Court which will

always contain at least one British Judge.

The status of slavery and the Gabar system have been abolished.

Education will be made universal and available to all classes, and an

particularly keen to extend and maintain the most modern and effective
health services possible.

As far as trade is concerned, it will be realised that a world war

is of necessity a great drawback to the normal development of Ethiopia’s
trade, but it is hoped to develop rapidly her production of hides, skins,
coffee and grain, and to export them in quantities to Great Britain and
her Allies. The country ' s rich natural resources will be developed, and
research and prospecting will be encouraged.
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