
13/2/42 No: 18

WAR-TIME NURSERIES.

The Minister of Health (Mr. Ernest Brown) speaking in Kensington

to-day at the opening by the Princess Royal of a War- time Nursery at

the Middleton-MacDonald Memorial Hospital, Kensington, said that he was

grateful for the interest which Her Royal Highness was taking in the

care of the childrenof women workers, and for the help which women were

giving in tackling this problem in the industrial areas.

"The Government's programme aims at providing as many day nurseries

as are needed now by mothers with young children who wish to take up

war work, and as many as are estimated by the Ministry of Labour to be

needed for future requirements. These will be provided as quickly

as the resources of labour and materials permit.

"Over the past three months in the country as a whole, nurseries

have been opened at an average rate of one a day. Last month the

rate went up to nearly two a day. This month we hope to make it three

a day. This is a problem which varies in each district. And the care

of children cannot be treated like a problem of mass production of some

mechanical equipment. Each family needs individual treatment. Day

nurseries alone do not solve the mothers' problem. We must use all kinds

of services play centres, nursery classes, out-of-school activities and

meals for the school children - and oil our reserves of voluntary effort and

goodwill. In addition to all the assistance provided by the Government,

we need hard work on the spot - local effort and expert judgment. That

is why I am grateful for the great amount of help given by women workers,

and I have just appointed four women Regional advisers who will assist

my Senior Regional Officers, the local authorities and voluntary workers."
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