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SPEECH BY MR. ARTHUR GREENWOOD

Following is the text of a speech by the Rt. Hon.

Arthur Greenwood, M.P., following the lunch of the

National Defence Public Interest Committee at the

Dorchester Hotel at 1.15 p.m., today:-

We all realise that war enforces its own special duties. It

dictates priorities in the realm of thought no less than in the realm of

action. War problems become so pressing, they create such a sense of

urgency and exact such a degree of concentration that few people have

either the time or the opportunity to do much thinking about what will

need to be done when the shooting stops.

But most of you are well aware that "the scheme of things to come"

has been engaging my mind and the minds of several of my Ministerial

colleagues, for the best part of a year. It is perhaps hardly necessary
for me to say thst the nature of our task has dictated that the first

stage should be a silent stage, because it was a period of preliminary
preparation and did not lend itself to speech making. But I can assure

you that a vast amount of essential spade work has been done over a

wide fields effective machinery of collaboration has been established;
enquiries set in motion; investigations and surveys launched. In one

direction or another our planning work has already borne first fruits -

more especially up to the present in the realm of physical rebuilding.

The latest example is provided by an announcement which I made in

the House of Commons an hour or two ago. It lays out a plan and organisa
tion for the wise reconstruction of the blitzed areas and for a

constructive policy directed to the proper use of all our resources.

There are other aspects of national life to which I would like to

refer. But I will content myself with a brief reference to one of

the most important, that of the social security of our people. This

is a domain in which we all take a very special interest. Even

during the war the Government have been able to carry out certain

improvements - an achievement of which we can all be proud. But we

are also looking ahead to the position in the post-war period.

Adequate security against loss of earning power resulting from the

misfortunes to which most of our fellow citizens are liable, is part

of the basis of social wellbeing. Some months ago I set up an enquiry

into the working of our system of social insurance and allied, services,

including Workmen’s Compensation. The Committee, under the chairmanship

of Sir William Beveridge, is pressing on with its survey and I expect

that when its work is completed it will make recommendations designed

to give a greater measure of social security to our people. In

this way, so far as those in adversity are concerned, we shall be

able to carry out the intentions of the Atlantic Charter to secure

freedom from want.
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When victory has been achieved and the fighting ends what are we

going to do about Europe? Are the Allied nations to go their several

ways: or is the unity of effort so essential to military victory to be

maintained as a vital element in the peace making and in world

reconstruction? It is a cardinal condition of successful post-war

reconstruction that we should go on working together. The essential
basis of that co-operation must be active collaboration between the

British Commonwealth, the U.S.A., the U.S.S.R. and China. They will

have a common responsibility for the future that will issue from their

common victory, Soviet Russia's inspiring efforts and memorable

achievements have dissipated some of the false ideas and dangerous
prejudices which afflicted both her Allies and her enemies. He must

take care not to allow ourselves to lapse into the arid atmosphere of

complacent superiority. He cannot cling to the suspicious past
if we are to make a good job of the future on the agreed basis of

the principles of the Atlantic Charter.

I have not time to state, even in bare outline, the vast range of

world problems that will have to be tackled, but let me take one aspect
of the task.

If we think of the relief of post-war Europe we get some idea, both

of the magnitude and of the urgency of European reconstruction. The

Continent, liberated from Nazi war and from Nazi tyranny, will be

improver ished. It vail be famishing. It will be disease ridden.

It will be desperate. That is not all. No-one is yet able to assess

the extent of the damage done to the political structure of Europe or

of the destruction of themeans and agencies of its normal life. The

scorched earth policy is a war necessity because it denies Hitler

resources vital to him, but it becomes serious peace liability.

Moreover, wherever the Nazis have gone they have disrupted internal

order and security. When they are forced out of the conquered or

subject territories they will leave behind them a legacy of political
chaos and disintegration. They are inflicting immeasurable injury
to industrial and agricultural production. They have pillaged

equipment and dislocated machinery essential tothe normal economic life

of the people. Reserves of raw materials have been looted and the

produce of the soil confiscated. They have forcibly uprooted millions

of workers and peasants from their native lands and installed their

own people. The established machinery of education and national

culture has been savagely distorted to serve their own foul purposes.

Poland and Russia bear witness that the mark of the beast has been

clawed wherever the Nazis have been and on whatever they have touched.

They have shown themselves scientific practitioners of the inhuman law

of increasing misery, and as a result have created against themselves

a depth and intensity of hatred that is without parallel in modern

history.

We must be realists. We know that when Hitler Germany is defeated

Europe will have been reduced to shameful conditions of disorder, dis-

organisation and devastation. The slow progress of generations of struggle
and effort will have been largely destroyed. It would be the common

responsibility of the Allied, to assist in bringing order out of chaos

because we know that no nation benefits from the political and economic

misfortunes of its neighbours.

To this end we have to be ready with practical plans for the

speedy relief of the urgent needs of a Europe liberated from the evil

power that now holds it enthralled.
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We must be ready with food to succour Europe's starving populations.
We must be ready with raw materials to restart its industries. We must be ready

with supplies to enable its agriculture to be revived. We must be ready to give
financial credits to set the wheels of trade revolving. We must be ready to

assist in restarting and re-equipping its transport services. We must be ready
to assist in the building up of political stability and in the work of

establishing institutions and organisations of democratic development. In all

these objections we must and we intend to be ready.

This problem of part-war aid to Europe has been the subject of inter- Allied

discussions, and as a result an Allied Bureau has been set up to collect and

co-ordinate estimates of Europe's Post-War needs. In addition, there is an

Export Surpluses Committee which is engaged in accumulating stocks of food and

raw materials in readiness to meet these needs. We are also considering the

steps to be taken for medical relief, so that the disease and debilitation

arising from the war may be tackled without delay. Thus an effective beginning
has been made for dealing in a realistic and practical way with what will be one

of the most pressing of our post-war responsibilities.

The guide to our efforts in all spheres of post-war planning has been provided

by the Atlantic Charter. Need I remind you that that joint declaration drawn up

by President Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill and accepted by all our Allies, and later

by the vast majority of mankind, is intended to be the basis of the new free order

which the crushing of Hitlerism will make possible?

When we say that there can be no going back to the old pre-war order we mean it.

When we promise a better order of freedom and security for the world we mean it,
whatever the difficulties may be. When we proclaim the four freedoms to which

President Roosevelt gave utterance we mean to make them operative in the post-war

life of nations. When we speak in the Atlantic Charter of securing for all

improved labour standards, economic advancement and social security we mean just

what we proclaim and our policies, both internal and external, must be directed

to their realisation.

These are the goals which we have set before ourselves and to the attainment

of which our efforts are being directed. I have not beenable to do more than

give you one or two examples of the practical way in which we are tackling some

of the problems. At another time and in another place I hope to be able to give

a more detailed picture of what has been done and is being done. But I think I

have said sufficient to convince you that our aim is to be as fully equipped
as may be with practical plans for solving some of the major internal and

external problems that will confront us when the fighting ceases and victory
has been won.
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