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H.M. TRAILERS SEE TWO GERMAN AIRCRANT CRASH

The other day six minesweeping trawlers were returning to their

base from a spell at sea when they took part in the destruction of an

enemy bomber.

The trawlers were H.M.Trawler BRITISH (Lieutenant I. Evans, R.N.R.),
H.M.Trawler WITHERNSEA (Skipper A. Garforth, R.N.R.), H.M.Trawler

CHALCEDONY (Lieutenant G.O. Macdonald, R.N.R.), H.M.Trawler GREGORY

(Skipper J.A. Whitelam, R.N.R.), H.M.Trawler TERVANI (Skipper Lieutenant

D.M. Mein, D.S.C., R.N.R.), and H.M.Trawler ARNOLD BENNETT (Skipper
W.J.H..Smith, R.N.R.).

The enemy aircraft approached the trawlers as though to attack, but

was greeted with such a hot fire from all six of them that it sheered

off, but not before it had been hit.

A few moments later the German aircraft came within range of yet
another of H.M.Trawlers, H.M.Trawler MONIMIA (Lieutenant H.G.Attenborough,
R.N.V.R.). The MONIMIA had only time to fire one shell, but this was

seen to burst very close if, in fact, it did not hit.

Almost immediately a fighter of the R.A.F. appeared and engaged the

enemy. Two men were seen to bale out from the German aircraft, and a

few moments later the bomber itself crashed into the sea.

H.M.Trawler MONIMIA stood towards the crash, but was only able to

pick up the dead body of one German airman.

Another German bomber was seen to crash into the sea a few hours

earlier by H.M.Trawler FYLDEA (Lieut.-Commander R. Frederick, R.N.).

It was snowing and the visibility was very low when the German

aircraft suddenly appeared at a low height. As the guns’ crews of the

trawler swung their guns on to the enemy, the pilot tried to take avoiding
action. He made a sharp turn but, as he did so,

he lost control and the

bomber crashed into the sea.

Once again the British ship stood towards the scene of the crash in

the hope of saving life, but again the only salvage was the dead body of

a German airman.
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