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The following address was given by the Director,

Auxiliary Territorial Service, to Fellows of the

Royal Empire Society, in London, today:-

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I was so glad to accept the kind invitation to come here today and

to talk to you for a short time about the Auxiliary Territorial Service.

I should like to tell you how it began, what it is for, and

something about the fine women who fill its ranks.

In June 1938, the War Office came to the conclusion that there

would be a real need for a Women’s Service when war broke out. Many of us

had reached the same comclusion some time before, and, when the call was

made, thousands of women volunteered.

During the first year the new platoons were trained in foot-drill

and physical exercises. This was not to produce a woman’s Service of

Amazons, but to bring into their lives a sense of discipline in its truest

meaning and to create the spirit of unity which is the basis of esprit de

corps. The platoons were divided into four categories, for which they also

received training, namely, cooks, clerks, orderlies and storewomen. Driving

companies were formed by the Women’s Transport Corps (F.A.N.Y.) - a Corps of

well trained and experienced women with a history dating back to 1908.

When war broke out there wore 17,000 of us deployed to action

stations, but only about half had attended annual camp during a not-too-

dry summer, and had thus added to their rather sketchy training, their

first experience of living under canvas.

The object of the War Office decision was to release men from tasks

which could be done equally well, or better, by women. This, we are proud
to say, has been accomplished. The Service was formed into Platoons,

Companies and Groups within Commands, and for a short time activities were

limited to the pre-war employments - telephone switchboard and teleprinter

operators. But as the war progressed, demands upon service grow and grew.

Not merely did we have to multiply the number of recruits for these duties,

but, in addition, we had to find and train candidates for more technical

work.

We also, in March and April, 1940, despatched drafts of officers

and other ranks to France to serve with the B.E.F. They were stationed

at Dieppe, Paris, Nantes, Rheims, Havre. All arrived back in this country

before the evacuation of Dunkirk was completed, leaving France in small

packets whenever possible. The last draft to leave Paris was only an

hour in advance of the entry of the Germans.

Today we undertake the provision of women for no less than some

38 trades and employments. Here are some of them.

Operational
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Operational Duties, which include:-

Height Finder Number Predictor Number

Identification Telescope Number Radio Mechanic

Operator, Fire Control Wireless Mechanic

Operator, Kine-Theodolite

Non-Operational Duties include the following:-

Baker Operator, Comptometer

Chiropodist Operator, keyboard
Clerk (for all types of Operator, special (R. Signals)

clerical duty) Operator, switchboard

Cook Orderly

Cook, hospital Painter and decorator

Cycle repairer Photographic developer

Draughtswoman Plasterer Camouflage

Driver, I.C. Projectionist, cinema

Driver, Mechanic Storewoman (R.A.O.C. duties)
Equipment repairer Tailoress

Hairdresser Telephone orderly
Instrument mechanic Textile refitter

Linguist Tinsmith andwhitesmith

Machinist metal Turner

Mess Steward Vulcanizer

Modeller Camouflage Watchmaker

Motor Cyclist Woodturner and machinist

Operator, cipher

All this means more and more trained officers and N.C.O's and

for the commissioned ranks, we are now turning out from two officer

training units, about 300 officers a month. Our N.C.O. Training
Establishment produces approximately 200 N.C.O’s a month. The demand

for all ranks steadily increases, and I am proud to say that recruits

now coming forward could not be better. Incidentally, it will be

realised that very many of the employments mentioned provide women

with very valuable training for earning their livelihood in civil life

after the war.

In May of 1941, the officers of our service were commissioned,
which strengthened the disciplinary powers within the Service, thus

enabling the introduction of operational duties. From that time the

energies of the Service have been directed into two main channels.

It is necessary to make clear that we serve with static

formations and not with field force units.

In the first channel, A.T.S. units serve as an ancillary to

the Military unit, still based on the orginal group, company and platoon

formation. Auxiliaries in these formations live in their own quarters,

usually in the neighbourhood of the Military unit, or units, to which they
are attached for duty, returning to quarters at night.

/These
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These quarters may be requisitioned houses, camps and sometimes a

barracks, which are their homes for the time being. A.T.S. officers and

N.C.O's are there to supervise accommodation, messing, issue of pay, and

to be available to deal with the many human problems which arise.

In the second channel, auxiliaries serve with men as a component
of the Military unit. In these mixed units, the auxiliaries serving as

operational numbers live at their place of duty, and as operational

personnel are part of the military unit undertaking such duties as predictor,
height finder, and identification numbers and operators fire control. They
also have women officers and N.C.O’s whose duties are the same as those in the

general duties formations, but with the technical knowledge of operational
work which the women undertaken, thus forming the teams of mixed batteries.

No auxiliary is compelled to serve as an operational number against
her wish.

In whichever channel that auxiliaries serve, they remain members of the

Auxiliary Territorial Service, and the esprit de corps of this great Service

is, I am proud to say, a real and flourishing factor in its increasing success.

That is not to say that the auxiliaries do not also absorb and cherish

the proud tradition of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, in which they have

the honour to serve. On the contrary, mindful always of their first allegiance
to the Mother Service, they find within the Regiment of their adoption, the

pride and stimulus so necessary to support them in their arduous and often

dangerous work.

The Auxiliaries are drawn from all types, some from country cottages,
from large estates, from city flats, from civilian occupations, as different

from market-gardening, interior decorating, shoe factory pattern making, etc.

There are differences, of course, in outlook and upbringing, and many different

points of view, but the Service blends these thousands, and as the esprit de

corps is built up, the individual finds companionship and interest in the main

effort upon which we are all engaged.

The well-being of the women is the Officers' first concern, during her

period at the Officer Training Unit, it is instilled from the very beginning

that the women must - and do - come first.

The welfare generally of the Service is under the Director of Army

Welfare. Throughout Commands the Welfare Officers visit A.T.S. units. They

my be made or female officers, and supply the extra chairs, pianos, gramophones,

books, and other amenities which make service life so much more comfortable.

Today the scale for furniture and accommodation stores has been considerably

increased for the women, and we are now issued with the essential with which

to furnish the quarters.

/The Service
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The Service has its own comforts fund which most generously supplies all the

woollen comforts, material for curtains, cushions, jackets for sick bays, and

many other articles which are not chargeable against public funds.

Here, I should like to say that the Women's Voluntary Services afford the

Auxiliary Territorial Service many extra amenities and facilities. They arrange

accommodation for 48 hours' leave, entertainments, afternoon and evening

hospitality, and so on.

The Y.W.C.A. has provided throughout the country canteens, which, to the

Service, affords the atmosphere of real home, with its kind lady workers in

attendance.

The N.A.A.F.I. Institutes arc also open to the women, and in many of the

large Training Centres provide excellent canteens, huts for dances, entertainments,
etc.

The Army Education Corps affords every type of education, either musical or

studious, run on parallel lines with the Army itself. Our women are encouraged
to avail themselves of these excellent opportunities, which should have a marked

effect on their lives when they return to civilian days.

We hope in the near future to run courses for N.C.Os in what may be described

as the running repairs of a house, such as the replacement of a tap-washer, the

mending of a fuse, and elementary carpentry. This will mean a great saving of

labour for they will be self-supporting on minor repairs. From the time war began,

marry units have redecorated their rooms during their off duty, and the keener the

Company the more attractive and comfortable are their quarters.

We have an Inspector of Physical Training, and throughout the Service there

is growing a large movement of trained Officers daily instructing, which, of course,

improves physique and health beyond all recognition.

The Royal Army Medical Corps provides either men or women Medical Officers, and

Nursing Sisters. For minor sickness, Sick Bays are provided within Units. Hospital

cases are sent to either a Military or Civilian Hospital.

A very high standard of health has been maintained throughout the war, and there

is a marked improvement in the appearance of these women after a few months of

service. Personally, I attribute this to regular feeding, simple but excellent

food and regular sleeping hours, and exercise.

I have only told you a little about this Service. I have only skimmed the

surface of its activities, but I must pay high tribute to the thousands of

Auxiliaries carrying out their work conscientiously and carefully through these

months of war. It is upon their devotion to duty and public spirited efforts that

we must build the great development which still lies before the Service.

For many months we were learning and planning what we hoped to achieve.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am now able to tell you that this has been carried out to

the full, and can be truly described as a successful experiment which has justified

the decision of June 1938.

WAR OFFICE
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