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"AMERICANS, RUSSIANS AND OURSELVES"

Mr. Will Lawther President of the Mineworkers'

Federation of Great Britain, in the Postscript
to 1 p.m. News, Sunday, February 1, 1942, said: -

In the early hours of 16th August, 1940, when Hitler was making his

initial attempt to bomb Britain out of existence, I was broadcasting to

America, and told then of the reasons why the Labour Movement of Britain, and

the miners particularly were supporting the Government of Britain in the

struggle for life and liberty. We said that come what may we would go on

right to the bitter end. And nothing that has transpired from that day has

changed that decision. As a matter of fact at the last Annual Conference

of the Mineworkers' Federation of Great Britain held at Ayr in July, 1941,

we thanked the Prime Minister, Mr. Winston Churchill, for his speech of

22nd, June, and four speeches from Durham, Yorkshire, Scotland and South Wales,

all rank and filers pledged their support for that proposition.

Recently we had the opportunity with some of my colleagues of the

General Council of the T.U.C. and responsible representatives of management

in this country to visit the U.S.A. and Canada. It would be obviously

impossible if I spoke for hours, let alone a few minutes to tell of all that

we went to look at, to learn from, and to listen to, in a journey of thousands

of miles by air and rail and via 21 states. And, of course, we talked to

them too in meetings, in factories, and round the table, both with and without

those rich products of those great nations. We met everybody over there who

counted in this common struggle, their great President, F.D. Roosevelt, his

able deputy, Vice President Mr. Wallace, Governors and Mayors, heads of large

industrial undertakings that are delivering and will deliver the goods, and

the leaders of practically all the Trade Unions, some known to you by name

and others of whom you have only heard, but will hear more of, as this world

wide conflict develops. I shall talk of the vital lessons to us that we

learnt over there and I -won’t discuss what they told us they were going to

do, they’ll do it all right, or should I say O.K.

We returned home just a few days before Japan began her murderous attach

on the U.S.A. and I remember that night when listening in, declaring that’ll

be the most popular war America could have, as they hate the Japs and that in

24 hours there ’ll be no one left over there to talk defeatism or do the

dirty work for Hitler and his gangsters. Yes, there were a few but like many

of the Huns of the High Seas they scuttled the ship of isolationism on the

7th December. The conclusion that my colleagues and I came to, was that in

the moment when the U.S.A. begins what they called the shooting war, then

we could see from the Labour organisations whatever their differences, a

roll-up of sleeves, and a grim determination to go right ahead. And they’ve
done it with a spirit that will ruthlessly smash any and every form of

opposition.

The other day, I had a message from Phil Murray of the C.I.O. and

Vice President of the American Miners in which he said:

"I want to assure you and through you to the workers of the United

Kingdom the whole-hearted support of American labour in the common effort to

crush Hitlerism and the Axis powers.
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As I an writing this letter today, our Congress is listening to an

address being delivered then by the President of the United States following
which the Congress will make a decision America expects that decision to

be one of war. The nation will unite itself behind the President and the

Congress and thereafter all segments of American population will march down

that same road toward the ultimate destruction of totalitarianism and

dictatorship."

No half-measures about that son of a Lanarkshire miner. And we told

him what we feel sure you will agree, when we said that:

"At this moment the Trade Union Congress has a delegation of Russian

Trade Unionists visiting our country. I can assure you that the accounts of

the heroic struggle against the barbarians and the terrible inhuman, brutal

outrages committed against the people of the Soviet has stirred our folk to

give their utmost to deliver the goods that Russia requires.

"In this hour when all that we treasure and hold is at stake, I am glad
that we can count on you and your great organisation to follow the pathway

your President, Mr. F.D. Roosevelt, has set before your Nation to join with us

and our Allies to fight on until these foul fiends are wiped off the face of

the earth."

Then during these last few weeks in Britain, we’ve had a deputation of

Russian Trade Unionists over here. They have visited nearly all the chief

centres of industry, seeing men and women at work in factories, and gone

down some pits. In no single instance at any meeting they’ve spoken at has

a solitary hand or voice been raised against their proposals for whole-hearted

efforts to defeat Nazism, Russia wants tanks, not thanks, coal not

resolutions. In my opinion it is sheer cant, humbug and hypocrisy to cheer

the Soviet Trade Unionists and through them their Red Army, then hesitate to

deliver the goods, or produce the coal they want to drive the murderous

vicious gangs of Hitler from the soil of their fatherland. And this is what

the Russians think too.

Every miner knows just what the amount of coal it is that Russia requires.
This is where resolutions are of no avail. It’s over there they want the

coal, it’s here we’ve got it, so let them have it, and, of course, those

weapons of war that alone will drive the Fascist thugs off the face of the

earth. And those machines, whether they be guns, tonics or planes can only

by got across if the coal is there for to keep the factories going.

Of course, I know that there are grievances that flare up to stop

production; it is possible to know them only in a democracy. You wouldn’t

know of them under Hitler. There are wrongs to be righted and errors to be

corrected, but I also know there is machinery to put these things right, and

it’s the duty of those who have grievances to use that machinery. Note

what I say, you have the right, and it’s your duty to use it. And let me

have a word on another matter that I understand is causing some trouble,

that is income tax. When I was a youngster we used to pass resolutions for

the abolition of indirect taxation, and for the institution of direct

taxation. Well, apparently now that we’ve got what we want, we don’t want

it. You all know that it is the law, and maybe the best method has not

been adopted; it never is according to some critics. We’re all alike in

this rake-off, but that is no excuse for here and there odd ones who are

alleged to say they’re only going to make so much, as the Government will take

the rest. You know that’s not true - the Government does not take all over

a certain sum, but there’s one thing those who have that type of mind are

proving, yes proving not showing, and that is they can live on less wages.

Wonderful answer isn’t it to those of us who have been in negotiation for

the present wages, nice story if the Americans hear of it, after all they

gave to us before they entered the war. And it certainly does not work on

the same key as the resolution we passed about the glorious Red Army.
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Of course, it may be that there isn’t a single word of truth in the

story that there is any slackness about income tax; so much the better.

But if there is, that is what I think about it. And that goes for anybody
in any capacity whatever, who does not realise that today more than ever in

our history, coal is the vital factor. Whatever we want in this fight

against the Nazis, none of then can be produced without coal.

No food can be brought here, no ionics delivered, there, no planes flown

from anywhere without coal, and it is true that from us alone it will be

obtained.

In days gone by the British miners have been proud of the fact that we

have been one of the strongest links in the British Labour movement. At

the beginning of this war we declared that we would see to it that, come

what may, coal would be produced to keep and to hold those democratic

institutions that our forefathers handed down to us an a sacred heritage.
It was no philosophical or political conception of freedom that we sought
to defend. It is the fact that we have the freedom to organise and to

speak for our fellows that we know we would lose if Hitler succeeded, and

we will fight until not a shred or trace of that foul menace of Fascism

remains on earth. No one connected with the mining industry, be they owners

or workmen, can slacken in our National effort till that task is accomplished.
It is a crusade that we have sworn to see through to the end. Defeat nor

danger have ever subdued miners. We have stood up
for the liberty we enjoy;

we have fought for those things that have freed us from the bondage of the

past; no tyrant could ever shackle the fathers that bore us. The harder

they were hit the harder the blow was returned. And today’s generation is

exactly the same. Our lives have been spent and are being spent in danger
and death, and therefore this tyrant wall be faced with the same outlook, the

same fortitude. On behalf of the British miners we say to the miners of the

Donetz of Soviet Russia, we who sat with you in your hall in Gorlovka, who

share the same dangers, we will be with you till the goal is reached and

deliverance from this destroyer of our common life is no more. The British

miners say to miners everywhere who have to endure Hitler’s gunmen and his

poisonous venomous Gestapo, we begin in 1942 to work and strive with that

same spirit and determination that has guided and strengthened us since the

inception of Fascism and terror in Italy, and the enthronement of Hitler and

murder in Germany. As part of a nation that loveth liberty and cherishes

freedom and has placed the right of free speech and assembly as a jewel

without price, we accept our share in the stand against aggression.

Miners of Britain realise that the might, energy and resourcefulness

which our industry can produce from Mother Earth will be one of the

determining factors in this stupendous struggle, and whatever the

difficulties, it will be done. Miners have never been objects of charity

nor pity. We have never looked to superior persons for guidance. Out of

our own ranks, we have produced the men in the hour of crisis to face the

tanks that the hour demanded. And those men are there in every village,

town and hamlet to do and to dare for the cause of life, liberty and democracy.

Let us therefore pull every ounce of our weight.
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