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NEW A.T.C. REGIONAL ORGANISATION

A larger degree of regional autonomy is given to the Air Training Corps

by the appointment of the new Regional Commandants for England and Wales.

The rapid growth of the A.T.C. has made necessary this further measure of

decentralisation of command and administration. In future all local and school

units of the Corps in England and Wales - excluding the London County Council area -

will be organised into seven separate regions, each under its own Regional
Commandant. They will be responsible to the Commandant, A.T.C. (Air Commodore

Chamier) for the administration and training of all units within their regions.

The effect of this re-organisation will be that the A.T.C. Commandant will have

an officer forming a link between himself and each of the regions.

In keeping with the principal object of the Corps, which is to fit the

youth of the country for service in the R.A.F., each of the new Regional
Commandants is an experienced Service officer with considerable flying knowledge.
All of them have also wide experience of dealing with civic and local authorities.

Three of them - Air Commodore Smyth-Osbourne, Wing Commander Bailey and Squadron
Leader Gordon - have been associated with the A.T.C. since its inception and

before that with the Air Defence Cadet Corps, two - Air Commodore Sydney Smith

and Group Captain Busteed - have commanded Balloon Barrage Groups and as such have

handled many problems of local administration; Wing Commander Wright was formerly

C.O. of an Auxiliary Air Force Squadron - "The County of Warwick" - whilst Lt. Col.

Carthew has been a practising barrister and Recorder of Maidstone for several years.

On appointment as Regional Commandants Squadron Leader Gordon and Lt. Col. Carthew

will become Wing Commanders.

The new A.T.C. regions in England and Wales will consist respectively of

the following counties and districts:-

North East Northumberland, Durham, Yorkshire.

North West Cumberland, Westmorland, Lancashire, Cheshire,

Isle of Man.

Midland Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Rutland,

Leicestershire, Northamptonshire, Staffordshire,
Warwickshire, Worcestershire, Shropshire.

Eastern Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire,

Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire,

Middlesex, Oxfordshire, Berkshire,

South East Kent, Surrey, Sussex, Hampshire, Isle of Wight.

South West Cornwall, Devonshire, Somerset, Dorset, Wiltshire,
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire.

Wales and Monmouthshire.

The London boroughs, i.e. the areas covered by the London County Council,
will be administered as a District directly under A.T.C. Headquarters.



- 2 -

Regional Commandants will visit all units within their areas at

regular intervals. They will also maintain liaison with local and county

committees, local education and school authorities, and will arrange

affiliation of A.T.C. units to R.A.F. and Royal Naval air stations. The

formation of new units in their regions and the recommendation - in con-

sultation with local committees and school authorities - of officers for

appointment as C.Os, of A.T.C. local and school units will also form part
of their duties. Each Regional Commandant will be assisted by an ex-

perienced Service officer and a small Service staff. The addresses of

Regional Headquarters will be notified shortly.

In the new Regional organisation of the A.T.C. official recognition
is given to the formation of A.T.C. Wings and Districts. A Wing will be

formed wherever there are two or more squadrons in the same town administered

by the same committee. Each Wing will be under the command of an officer

responsible to the Regional Commandant. Units not forming part of a Wing -

e.g. those in rural areas - will be supervised by a District Inspecting
Officer responsible to the Regional Commandant.

Although the Regional Commandants and their staffs will be available

at all times for consultation, and will pay frequent visits to the A.T.C.

Units in their region, introduction of the new Regional organisation is not

intended to restrict the initiative and self reliance of A.T.C. committees

and units. The success of the movement has been due largely to local enter-

prise and local initiative and the same must be true of its future progress.

Scotland and Northern Ireland are outside the new arrangements. A

Commandant for Scotland was appointed some time ago (Air Ministry Bulletin

No.3694, dated 24th April, 1941 refers) Units in Northern Ireland have been

placed under the supervision of the Officer Commanding, the Queen's University
Air Squadron, Belfast.

NOTES ON CAREERS

A.T.C. REGIONAL COMMANDANTS

- ENGLAND AND WALES

Air Commodore H.P. Smyth-Osbourne, C.M.G., D.L.

Air Commodore Smyth-Osbourne served in the R.N.A.S. and R.A.F. from

1915 to 1925 after previous service in the Royal Navy. In 1919 he was Air

Secretary to the Secretary of State and in 1920 Deputy Director of Personnel

at the Air Ministry. From 1921 to 1923 he was in command of No. l0 Group, R.A.F.

Air Commodore Smyth-Osbourne has been prominently associated with the

development of the Air Defence Cadet Corps and the Air Training Corps in the

South-West of England, where he has been acting as Area Controller. He is a

Deputy Lieutenant of the County of Devon.

Air Commodore Sydney William Smith, O.B.E.

Air Commodore Sydney Smith served in the R.F.C. and the R.A.F.

throughout the European war. Since the European war he has held a number of

commands including the command of the R.A.F. Far East from 1933 to 1936 and of

No. 1 Group in this country. He has recently been in command of a Balloon

Barrage Group.

In January and February 1922, No. 70 Squadron then commanded by Squadron
Leader Smith, was moved by air from Egypt to Iraq. This was the first attempt

of its kind. The Air Officer Commanding Middle East expressed his appreciation
of Squadron Leader Smith's creditable share in this removal. The Air Council

concurred in this.

/Group Captain
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Group Captain H.R. Busteed. O.B.E., A.F.C.

Group Captain Henry Richard Busteed, O.B.E., A.F.C. was born in Australia in

1887. During the European war of 1914-19 he served in the R.N.A.S. and R.A.F.

and won the O.B.E., the A.F.C. and the Croix de Guerre. He was appointed Air

Officer Commanding No.33 Balloon Centre in September 1939 and Air Officer

Commanding No. 34 Balloon Centre in the following March.

Wing Commander J.A.C. Wright. A.F.C., T.D., D.L., M.P.

Wing Commander Wright served in the R.F.C. during the European war.

He commanded No. 605 (County of Warwick) Squadron A.A.F. from 1926 to 1936 when

he was placed on the A.A.F. general list. Since the outbreak of war he has

held a number of appointments, mainly connected with training. Since 1936 he

has been M.P. for the Erdington division of Birmingham.

Wing Commander G.B.Bailey. D.F.C.

Wing Commander Bailey served in the R.F.C. and R.A.F. during the

European war and was awarded the D.F.C. He has been active in developing the

A.D.C.C. and the A.T.C. in Wales and Monmouthshire, and has for some months been

acting as Area Controller.

Squadron Leader C.F. Gordon, O.B.E., M.C., D.F.C.

Squadron Leader Gordon served in the R.F.C. and R.A.F. during the

European war and was awarded the M.C. In 1920 he won the D.F.C. He retired

from the Service in 1934, but was re-employed during the early months of the

present war. In April 1940 he was released from the R.A.F.. for duties connected

with the A.D.C.C., and, since the formation of the A.T.C., has been Area Con-

troller for the South-East of England. As Regional Commandant he will hold

the rank of Wing Commander.

Lieut.-Colonel T.W.C. Carthew. D.S.O., K.C.

Lieut.-Colonel Carthew served in the R.F.C. during the European war

and was awarded the D.S.O. He has been Recorder of Maidstone since 1936.

Since the Air Training Corps was formed, he has been assisting squadrons in the

London area. As Regional Commandant he will hold the rank of Wing Commander.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION (AIR AFFAIRS)
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