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LIBYA

During the night of 21/22 August, a heavy attack was carried

out by bomber aircraft of the Royal Air Force on Tripoli harbour.

Over twenty five tons of bombs were dropped on the Spanish
mole where many explosions occurred and large fires were started.

Bombs also straddled the mole alongside which four ships were moored.

Other explosions were observed inside warehouses on the Spanish

quay, and it is believed that a warehouse was destroyed.
Considerable damage was done to shipping in the harbour and to

harbour installations. One of the attacking aircraft after dropping
its bombs came down low over the target area and machine-gunned

searchlights, extinguishing two of them.

Further details are now available of the air combats which took

place off the Egyptian coast on the 21st August. A total of eighteen

Me.110’s, twenty five Me.109's, ten Ju.87’s and a number of He.111 ’s

were sighted by fighters of the Royal and South African Air Forces

patrolling over shipping. Several engagements developed and in the

course of these one Me.110 was destroyed and several others probably

destroyed. In addition, another Me.110 was shot down in flames near

Sidi Barrani. Our losses were three fighters in addition to one

reported yesterday but the pilot of one aircraft is safe.

Bomber aircraft of the Royal Air Force bombed and machine-gunned

enemy motor transport on the coast road between Tripoli and Benghazi

yesterday. A number of vehicles were destroyed and others damaged.

A reconnaissance off Lampedusa harbour yesterday showed that

the nine thousand ton merchant vessel attacked on August 18 was still

burning. A schooner was seen lying on its side beside the merchant-

man.

ABYSSINIA

In Abyssinia, bomber and fighter aircraft of the South African

Air Force bombed and machine-gunned aerodrome buildings and hangars

at Azozo. Direct hits were obtained on the largest building and one

of the hangars. Motor transport was also attacked.

Prom these operations, with the exception of those mentioned

above, all our aircraft returned safely.


