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SIR JOHN BROWN TO RETIRE

The War Office announce that Lt. -General (Acting) Sir John Brown,

K.C.
B.,

C.B.E., D.S.O., Director-General, Territorial Army and Inspector
General of Army Welfare, is retilling under the age limit regulation.

He will be granted the Honorary rank of Lieutenant-General on retirement.

WAR OFFICE

Note for Information of Press

The retirement of Lieutenant-General Sir John Brown, K.C.B., C.B.E.,

D.S.O., deprives the War Office of a Senior Officer of Great ability.

Sir John Brown, when he is not a soldier, practises as an architect

both in Northampton - the town in which he was born - and in London.

It is 40 years since he joined the first V.B. Northampton Regiment,
which afterwards became the 4th (Territorial Army) Battalion

Northamptonshire Regiment. During the last War Sir John was in the

Suvla landing in August 1915, and through the Anzac and Palestine

campaigns. After the War he maintained his interest in the Territorial

Army, and from 1924 - 1928 he commanded the 162nd (East Midland)
Infantry Brigade (Territorial Army).

He entered the War Office in 1937 as Deputy Director General of the

Territorial Army, under General SirWalter Kirke. Ahead lay the task

of raising the Territorial Army up to strength, and then doubling it.

One difficult task was that of persuading units to transfer from their

old roles to Anti-Aircraft.

In 1939 Sir John became Deputy Adjutant General, in which capacity
he had great responsibilities in organisation of personnel in its

widest sense.

It fell to him to have a large share in the founding of the Auxiliary
Territorial Service. The War Office recognised three of the many women’s

organisations which were anxious to play their part under the Army Act.

The A.T.S. owes a great deal to Sir John, and it was at his suggestion that

they were finally brought under Military Law, and taught to do real

soldiers’ work. /From
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From the beginning of the War, Sir John was immersed in welfare work.

He initiated and formed under the Lord Mayor, the Services Libraries

Organisation, which has already collected and distributed 7,000,000 books

and 8,500,000 magazines.

Sir John also organised the Council of Voluntary War Work, consisting

of various religious and philanthropic organisations which have provided

in this country 3,741 static canteens and 1,125 mobile canteens. From

their own funds the Council of Voluntary War Work have spent over £2,000,000

on their canteens, which are to be found in the Shetlands, Iceland and the

Middle East, and wherever else they can be of use.

The wireless sets of the B.E.F. as well as mobile cinemas, invaluable both

for training and recreation, were further results of Sir John’s initiative.

The Welfare Department at the War Office was started and run for

three months by Sir John.

When the Home Guard was formed, Sir John was asked to assume

responsibility for its organisation and administration, and, with the help
of the Territorial Army Associations, he was able to lay the foundations

of its present organisation.

Everyone who has met Sir John Brown in his official capacity can vouch

for the fact that he treats superiors and inferiors with the same unfailing

courtesy. He is not to be imposed on, but he can stick to his opinion

through thick and thin, without loss of sauvity or affableness.

He is profoundly respected by those who did invaluable work before

e War in building up the Territorial Army. While at Whitehall he gave

daily consideration and help to chairmen and secretaries of the Territorial

Army Association from all parts of the country, and, at the same time, he

was not forgetful of his long association with the British Legion, of which

he was National Chairman for four years.
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