
23/8/41 - No.1

Air Ministry Nows Service Air Ministry Bulletin No.4829

SIR RODERIC MACROBERT'S LAST FLIGHT

DIVE ATTACK ON REBEL’S AIR BASE

A description of the last daring flight made by Flight Lieutenant Sir Roderic

Alan MacRobert has been received from the pilot who flew with him to attack a rebel

stronghold in Iraq.

This account follows tho announcement that Sir Roderic’s mother. Lady
MacRobert of Douneside, Tarland, Aberdeenshire, had sent £25,000 to the Secretary of

State for Air for the purchase of a bomber to be known as "MacRobert 's reply" to

carry on the work of her sons, both officers in the R.A.F. Her other son, pilot
officer Sir Iain MacRobert, was reported missing on 30th June.

Sir Roderic was one of the veterans among Middle East pilots when he led a

fighter attack on the Mosul air base on 22nd May. He and his follow pilot when flying
Hurricanes across the miles of desert lying between their station and Mosul, where

there were large numbers of German aircraft.

"The flight to the target passed off uneventfully", Sir Roderic’s companion said.

"Then we arrived over Mosul MacRobert dived down to make an attank. Almost at once

his fire set alight two lorries laden with tins of petrol. These went up with a

dickens of a flash. Then I came dowm and we both strafed hangars and aircraft on

the ground. I saw MacRobert cone down in a second dive and turn away after the attack

but after that I never saw him again.

"Although we aren’t certain of this we think ho must have been shot down on

the way back.

"Our raid was made primarily against Junkers 52 's and Me. 109's as well as Rebel

Iraqi aircraft on the aerodrome. We were also after German ground personnel and

anti-aircraft gun positions. Only when the revolt was over did we find out how

successful the raid had been.

"Large numbers of Junkers and Messerschmitts were found riddled with machine-gun
bullets and we also learned that some German pilots were killed by MacRobert in that

daring dive when he went headlong for them"

Finishing his training as a pilot at Abu Sueir in June 1938, Sir Roderic first

saw active service with the R.A.F. when he was posted for duty at Ramleh, Palestine.

During the Arab revolt there he won the Palestine medal.

In 1940 he was transferred to the Squadron with which he served until his death.

For a long period the Squadron was at Aden and during its stay there he was for

a time personal assistant to the Air Officer Commanding, British Forces, Aden. His

squadron was active in the defence of Aden and he was present at the recapture of

Berbera.

Within a week of this success the Squadron was moved north. For a short time Sir

Rodcric was engaged in ferrying between Khartoum and the Delta, but when the Iraqi

revolt occurred he proceeded north as Flight Commander of a detachment of the squadron

detailed for service in Iraq. During this campaign he frequently led raiding fighters

ground strafing operations in support of the land forces. He was a tremendously keen

pilot, universally known as "Mac", and commanded the deep respect both of officers and men.

In the difficult conditions prevailing in Iraq, it was typical of him that he

frequently undertook far more than his share of work; in fact the very day he was killed

an officer in his flight protested that he should have a turn at the ground-strafing
raids to relieve Sir Roderic.


