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"POLICE FORCE" FOR BUILDING

The Ministry of Works has established its own "police force" to investigate

cases of non-essential civil building and constructional operations which contra-

vene the Licensing Regulations.

Under Regulation 56A of the Defence (General) Regulations no building

operation estimated to cost more than £l00 may be commenced except by licence

issued by the Ministry of Works or the appropriate Government Department. If

more than one operation on the same building is carried out within twelve months

a licence is required if the aggregate cost of these operations is more than £l00.

This Regulation should be generally known, but investigation has revealed

that a large amount of non-essential building work is proceeding at a time when

building operatives and materials are urgently needed for the war building

programme. There have been many instances where works have proceeded without

licence or in excess of the amount granted by licence.

The Ministry of Works has relied mainly on the co-operation of the public -

preferring not to introduce any system of widespread inspection. But it has been

found necessary to take definite steps to prevent all unauthorised and illegal

private work. Although, far instance, supplies of materials are controlled and

are released, only f or essential work, many builders still have stocks in their

yards and by drawing on these private operations have been possible. This is

an offence against the regulations.

Offenders against the Regulations are liable, on conviction, to two years

imprisonment or a fine of £550, or both. - Ministry of Works and Buildings.

M.o.I. 1

"THREE MUSKETEERS" OF TOBRUK ROUT ENEMY FORCE OF 27.

A despatch from Tobruk, received recently in Australia, tells a remarkable

story of the coolness and courage
of two Australians and an English officer.

At an observation post near Tobruk they were attacked by an enemy raiding

party. So effectively did they handle their weapons that the entire attacking

force was routed, every one of its members being either killed or wounded. -

Australian House (Through the Dominions Office Press Section) M.o.I. 2

TRIBUTE FROM MALAYA TO MALTA.

The Selangor Turf Club, Federated Malay States, has given 4,000 dollars

(£469.5.5) to the Malta Air Raid Fund as "an expression of the admiration that

is felt for the courage displayed by the civilian population of Malta in the

face of constant enemy air attacks". - Colonial Office Press Section. M.o.I. 3

AUSTRIAN AIRMEN REACH CANADA.

Two more contingents of the Royal Australian Air Force have arrived in

Canada in connection with the Empire Air Training Plan, one of than being the

largest Air Force embarkation from Australia, since the outbreak of war.

Australia House (Through the Dominions Office Press Section) M.o.I. 4
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NAZI EDUCATION FOR DUTCH YOUTH.

The Secretary of the Educational and Science Department of the Dutch-Nazi

Regime, which is acting under the supervision of the Reich Commissar in the

Netherlands, said in a broadcast: -

"A certain spirit of resistance against our Government and that of the

Germans is noticeable. This attitude is apt to endanger our future and cannot

be tolerated in a Europe which is fighting for its life. It is unworthy of

the Dutch Youth. Teachers have generally tried to avoid incidents but there

have been several cases, which have had their silent consent. The Reich

Commissar has given no full powers to deal with any repetitions of such

incidents. I am empowered to close schools, to expel pupils and teachers

but I hope this will not be necessary. It will be necessary, however, in

consequence of the change in the European situation, to alter the time table

(of lessons) and the school books. Too much emphasis has been laid on the

spiritual development of the youth. In future Dutch, German and Gymnastics
will be the main features of education." From "Die Zeitung" the Anti-Nazi

German newspaper published in London. M.o.I. 5
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