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REVOCATION OF FOOD TRADERS' LICENCES

In order to strengthen his hand in dealing with the Black Market and other

abuses, the Minister of Food recently announced that he had extended the policy of

requiring food traders to be licensed and that such licences would be withdrawn from

any trader guilty of unscrupulous conduct. The Minister has now taken further steps.

Wholesalers: A new Order - the Food (Restriction on Dealings) Order - restricts

wholesale dealings in a wide range of specified foods (see list below). It provides

that, from a date to be fixed for each food, no trader may, except under licence,
sell any of the specified foods, and that no trader may buy any specified food unless

the seller holds a licence to sell it. The Order does not at present apply to

Northern Ireland.

Licences will be issued from the Ministry Headquarters, and announcements

will be issued in the near future informing wholesalers how to apply for them. No

application should be sent in until the wholesaler is instructed to do so.

Retailers. Since the outbreak of war, all food retailers have been required to be

licensed by local Food Control Committees if they sold any of some 30 specified foods.

These included bread, cakes, confectionery, fish, fresh fruit, meat, milk, poultry and

all the principal provision and grocery items. The list of foods mil now be ex-

tended to cover all the items for which other traders are being licensed.

Food Control Committees have also been advised of the Minister's intention to

make a greater use of the power to revoke licences of retailers. The Committees

have been instructed to report any case in which a retailer's conduct shows that he

is an undesirable person to hold a licence. Examples have been given of the type of

offence which should be taken into consideration, including:- keeping of false

accounts to conceal overcharges; illicit slaughtering; payment of excessive prices
in order to secure an undue share of price-controlled foods.

Since the revocation of a licence is not intended as a punishment of the

offender but as a means of stopping undesirable practices, the revocation will

generally apply to all the foods for which the trader is licensed.

NOTE. The specified foods include:-

Apples
Bacon

Bananas

Biscuits, Rusks & Crispbreads

Bitter Oranges
Bottled Vegetables

Cereal Breakfast Poods

Cheese

Coffee

Coffee Essence (including Coffee

& Chicory Essence)
Condensed Milk

Cornflour, Blancmange Powder

Custard Powder

Dried Fruits

Egg Products

Flour

Frozen Eggs
Home Produced Canned Meat Roll

Home Produced Canned Prepared Meals

Imported Canned Meat

Jam

Lemons

Macaroni, Spaghetti and Vermicelli

Marmalade

Milk Powder

Meat and Fish Pastes

National Butter

Oatmeal and Oat Flakes

Onions (including GreenOnions)
Oranges

Pickles and Sauces

Plums

Processed Cheese

Rice

Sago and Tapioca
Semolina

Soft Fruits

Soups (Canned or Desiccated)
Soya Flour

Sugar

Syrup and Treacle

Table Jellies

Tomatoes.
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