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N.B. There will be no advance of

Lord Moyne's speech.

BRITAIN AND HOLLAND WILL STAND TOGETHER

by Charles Welter,

Netherlands Minister for the Colonies

Following is the text of the speech to be delivered

at a luncheon today, 1 p.m., at the Mayfair Hotel, to be

given by Mr. Welter to Lord Moyne, Secretary ofState for

the Colonies, high officials of his Department, and other

guests:-

May I say in the first place how delighted I am to be able to welcome
you here today: you, Lord Moyne, and the officers of the Colonial Office,
as well as representatives of various other British

Diplomatic Service, semi-official institutions and private business enter-

prise, both British and Dutch.

It was your predecessor, the late Lord Lloyd, my Lord, who had the
happy thought of establishing closer personal contacts between our two

departments. He it was who arranged the first of these inter-office lunch-

eons which he himself was unfortunately prevented from attending in the

end, as he had by then already fallen a victim to thelast fatal illness

from which, to all our loss, he never recovered.

I should have liked to reciprocate his initiative at a much earlier

date. But as you may all know, I have been away from this country for
four months on an official mission to our overseas territories from which

I have only recently returned and it is not until today, therefore, that
we are in the happy position to meet again in the same way.

On my journey abroad I passed through several British Dominions and

Colonies, and without exception I was received everywhere with the same

friendliness, the same helpfulness that I and my collaborators have always
encountered over here.

Throughout our long and happy association before the war, gentlemen,
and especially during the past fifteen months, you have given us your whole-

hearted support and valued assistance, which has lightened our task to no

mean extent. I would like to take this opportunity, My Lord, Gentlemen,
to thank you for all you have done to assist us in furthering the interests

of the Netherlands and of its overseas territories, and to say how very

much we have appreciated this - especially the sympathetic manner in which

you have invariably tendered this, assistance.
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I believe that this happy collaboration is due to the fact that the English
and the Dutch have, amongst others, one trait in common - they are reserved

and rather shy of their feelings. But once the ice is broken and they have

shed their initial reticence, there is, I believe I may say, no better or more

loyal friend.

Also, there is nothing that forces stronger bonds of friendship than

common dangers, and above all a joint fight in the cause of

common ideals.

This war has brought immeasurable and confusion to the whole

of mankind. It may be said, however, that at least one of its more favourable

aspects is that it has been possible to put into a moreconcrete form the
cordial relationship, which has existed between our two nations ever since

we gave up flying at each other's throats every ten years or so, as was the

case during a considerable part of the seventeenth century. And this

relationship (of course I mean the present state of affairs between our two

countries) wil l,
I am sure persist after this war has been brought to a

successful close .

And it is as well that these two great colonial powersshould stand

together and face the future shoulder to shoulder, for it is a sure thing that

even our well-tempered experience in colonial affairs and our resourcefulness

will be severely taxed by the exigencies of post-war economic and other

problems, which are bound to follow in the wake of this world-wide conflict.

We cannot, at this juncture, even anticipate the extent or the exact
nature of these problems, but in my opniion no two nations could be better

fitted to the task of solving them than ours.

Our traditions, our sense for moderation - that quality which in French

is called the "sens de lamesure" - our code of what is a fair and reasonable,

and our capacity to "live and let live” have in thepast made us the

guardians of extensive territories and have fitted us for the position of

leading millions of our fellowmen to a better and more enlightened future.

I am sure, therefore, gentlemen that however exacting the challenge of

the future forour two nations may be, we shall meet it with a confidence

inspired by the history of our past achievements.

I do not think I could interpret this confidence better than by quoting
the following lines by Kipling:-

Our fathers ina wondrous age

Ere yet the earth was small

Ensured to us an heritage

And doubted not at all

That we, the children of their heart

That then, did beat so high,
In later days should play like part
to our posterity.
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