
19/8/41 - No. 37

GENERAL DE GAULLE VISITS DEIR-EZ-SOR

On leaving Beirut, General de Gaulle went last Sunday to DEIR-EZ-SOR, a

team of 50,000 inhabitants, capital of the Djezireh on the Euphrates, in the

North-Last of Syria. This town is situated on the frontier between Iraq,

Turkey and Transjordania, and in the present circumstances is of great interest,
from the political, military and strategical points of view.

On leaving the plane, General de Gaulle, accompanied by General Catroux

and Colonel Collet, was welcomed by the British military authorities. Major

Regnier, the Free French delegate in Djezireh, and the native authorities.

General de Gaulle inspected the troops lined up at the entrance to the

town: the Moroccan infantry, which recently joined the Free French Forces,
the new Free French unit, also composed of troops which have recently joined
the movement, the Spahis, the detachment from the Levant battalion, the Camel

Corps and the sections of light desert machine-gun carriers which the British

Company had decided to join. In front of the troops were assembled all the

chiefs of the local and neighbouring tribes.

General de Gaulle then visited the town, which was abundantly decorated

with branches, and decked with Syrian and French flags. He was warmly applauded.

At the residence of the Free French delegate, a moving welcome awaited

him on the part of school-children and the Marist Brothers. The General

received European and native notabilities, and the last words of his speech

were the following:

"France carries on in Syria. As soon as the situation has become normal

again, the people will see the first results of the promises which have

been made. Syria forms a whole, both from the political and economic

points of view, and Djezireh is an agricultural region necessary for

Syria to become an economic whole. General Catroux will take the

necessary steps to this effect. General Catroux is France in Syria."
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