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LOCKHEED HUDSON BEATS OFF CONDOR

A Focke-Wulf Condor, on the way to attack Atlantic convoys, was

intercepted today by a Lockheed Hudson of the R.A.F. Coastal Command, and

only escaped minus its bomb load, damaged, and with some probable casualties

among the crew.

The fight, which took place a few feet above the sea, ended after 19

minutes when the Condor fled, with its cannon and one of its machine-guns
out of action.

The Condor made business-like preparations for the combat. It swooped
down to 500 feet and jettisoned its bombs. The Hudson did the same, but

got in the first blow by opening fire at 400 yards range with its front guns.

The two aircraft roared above and around each other until they were at

point blank range, when bullets from the Hudson’s rear-turret were seen to

pour into the Condor’s fuselage. When the Hudson climbed to get into a

better attacking position, the Condor took advantage of the opportunity
and made off at top speed.

The Hudson, which had already been some hours on convoy protection

duty, had not sufficient petrol to follow and then get heme.

The second pilot of the Hudson was in control when the Condor was

sighted. There was no time to change over, so the first pilot manned a

side gun. It was his first combat.

"I stood and watched the Condor approach," he said, "and found myself
interested rather than excited. Then puffs of smoke came from his guns,

it was fascinating. At last he came near enough for me to get a crack at

him with my gun. That was the best moment of all.

"Soon after, the Condor was brought into the rear gunner’s sights.
He opened up and loosed bullets into the enemy. That was enough for the Hun.

He didn't come back for more."

It is a compliment to the quality of these American-Built Hudsons

that although the crew thought the only damage was a bullet through the

windscreen, examination afterwards at base showed other damage in important

places.

"I didn’t know these holes were there," said the pilot, "neither the

engines nor the aircraft faltered during the fight, nor on the homeward journey.


