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MEDITERRANEAN: Swordfish aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm carried out a

highly successful attack on an enemy convoy consisting of five large
merchant vessels and a tanker escorted by six destroyers in the Central

Mediterranean during the night of August 17/18. One vessel of 6,000 tons

was hit by a torpedo and sank after two hours.

The tanker was also hit by a torpedo and a violent explosion followed.

Aircraft which shadowed the remainder of the convoy reported later that the

tanker was still on fire and had stopped. Scenes of considerable confusion

were taking place, anti-aircraft guns being fired in all directions without

any definite target.

A second merchantman was then torpedoed and reconnaissance on the

following day showed that it had been beached at Lampedusa Island. The ship
was there attacked by Blenheims of the R.A.F. and a direct hit with a heavy
bomb set it on fire with volumes of black smoke pouring from it.

LIBYA: Heavy bombers of the R.A.F. raided Benghazi and Tripoli during the

night of August 17/18.

At Benghazi, the harbour and shipping were attacked. Bombs were observed

to burst on the bases of the Juliana, Cathedral and Central moles, and on

railway sidings. An explosion and several fires resulted.

At Tripoli, the harbour was bombed. Hits on the Spanish mole and the fort

caused a number of explosions.

EGYPT; An attempt by a large force of Me. 109 's and Me. 110's to attack

shipping off the Egyptian coast yesterday was foiled by Tomahawk aircraft of

the R.A.F. which combat to the Me. 109’s and compelled the Me. 110's to

drop their bombs some miles from the target.

ABYSSINIA: In the Wolchefit, Debarech and Gondar areas of Abyssinia, aircraft

of the R.A.F. and South African Air Force have been co-operating in machine-

gunning and bombing enemy positions. Direct hits were scored on huts and

buildings, and the Fascist Headquarters was destroyed. A number of fires

started.

MALTA: Operating off Malta, a Hurricane aircraft intercepted and shot down

a Caproni seaplane.

From all these operations two of our aircraft are missing.


