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AUSTRALIANS - BY A GERMAN FIELD OFFICER

Tougher, Quicker, Better Shots, More Cunning:

During recent operations in the Western desert, a report written by a Field

Officer of the German Afrika Korps on the subject of infantry warfare under

desert conditions came into British hands.

An interesting feature of this report by one with great experience of the

African campaign was a comparison between the Australian and German troops as

desert fighters. This German Senior Officer had no doubt as to which was the

better fighter.

He summed up the Australians as superior in the following respects:

in the use of small arms, especially as a sniper;
in making the most of the terrain;
in the use of camouflage;
in ability to observe carefully and draw sound deductions; and

in the use of ruses of all types.

SHOT FIRST TIME

The Australian snipers won high praise from the German officer who stated

that many of his N.C.O's had been shot through the head the first time they had

poked their heads over the front line to make observations. Australian troops

were also given unstinting praise for the accuracy of their fire behind

artificially created dust screens, and the report expressed amazement at the speed
with which the Australians moved even heavy batteries behind such screens.

TOUGHER AS SHOCK TROOPS

It has always been recognised in this country that Australians are second to

none as shock troops, but it is interesting to find this German Senior Officer

particularly emphasising his admiration for their toughness in defence. His report

pathetically complains that Australian soldiers are much too cunning for the

Germans, whom he despondently describes as "mostly simple souls".

The final grumble is at the feebleness, of the Germans as trench-diggers, •
which the writer considers to be 60% of the work of infantrymen. He expects them

to have more opportunity of practising in the future, and cites as perfect
models the British trenches near Tobruk.
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