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My friends: A month ago, I stepped upon English soil and a B.B.C.interviewer

asked me a question. He asked "Why did you come to England? " I confess that being
confronted with this question right off the bat, I stuttered a very inadequate reply,

for so many thoughts and questions were passing through my mind that I found it

quite impossible to answer. But now that I am leaving England, I would like to

tell you why I came. I’d like to answer that first question.

I am better equipped to answer it frankly because I know you better than I did a

month ago. I have been in port towns and in Midland factories, in air stations and

fire stations, in blitzed cities and in the untouched countryside. You have been

wonderfully kind to me. The members of your Government have made it possible for

me to travel and to see whatever I asked to see, and have been patient with their own

time. And I have had the opportunity to talk with hundreds of Britons from every

calling and every walk of life. And, in addition, I have met with the representative

men among your still unconquered allies: the intrepid Dutch and Norwegians whose

spirit is so very like your own; the stubborn Czechs, who have brought you some

thousands of fighting men and an imtimate and continuing knowledge of what is

happening in Central Europe; the dauntless Poles; the Free French, whose position is

perhaps most tragic, for they fight for French freedom against the Government of

their country and against part of its population, even though a small part. This

island seems to me, sometimes, like a modern Noah’s Ark, riding the great flood,
with members of the species of all free men secure between her sides.

Yes, I see things more clearly than when I came. But the reason I came remains

the same, only supported and intensified by all I have seen.

I came because I believe the present and the future of freedom on this earth

depends upon the continued and more intense collaboration of the whole English-
speaking world, I believe that had the United States and the United Kingdom, the

Union and the Commonwealth, stood together as one people after the last war, this

war would never have occurred. And I believe that unless we stand together now,
and for the rest of foreseeable history, the great peace, of bread for all and

freedom for all, cannot be won or maintained.

This last week your Prime Minister and my President met together, in what was

surely a most historic meeting. They proposed eight points for a world order,
compatible with the yearning of all peoples for freedom and the need of all men for

bread and for economic security. But the hope of attaining these things, which are

a description of real peace, rests upon your country and mine continuing to make a

common foreign policy, a common defence, and a common financial and economic

programme. No governments can guarantee that this will continue, in war and in

peace. Only you and I can guarantee it -- all the yous and I's in both our countries.

Each of our countries is a sovereign nation, and many things and some persons will

seek to pull us apart. Considerations of private interest; old habits of thought;
differences in custom and history; the lethargy that pulls down aspiration - these

things will militate against the permanent collaboration of your country and mine.

They will, unless there are millions of people on both sides of the ocean, ordinary
people with no official status, people like you and me, who are determined, first,
to seek, to find, and to emphasise all the things in which we are alike, rather

than those in which we are different; all the hopes we hold in common rather than

the history that has divided us; all the things we like in each other, rather than

the motes and beams we see in each other’s eyes.
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For the things in which we are alike are great, and the things in which we

are unalike are snail. Both of us speak the great English tongue, although we

speak it with a different accent and a different idiom. Both of us know the

meaning of the words Fair Play and a Square Deal. Both of us have a deathless

attachment to freedom. And both of us, at this particular stage of history,
ask no New Order for ourselves that we are not willing to share equally with all

peoples.

Together we have great power, to use not only for ourselves but for all men.

And, we are unique in this, that only two nations on earth, the Germans and the

Japanese would see in our intimate alliance and perpetual brotherly collaboration

anything except a great new hope for the world... in the struggle, and in the

Peace to follow it.

Therefore, let us try with all our hearts, to understand end to love each

other; to be sparing of criticism of each other’s characteristics; to study
each ether’s history; to refuse to rake up old quarrels; and to reach each

other through every institution which we hold in common - through our churches,

our trade unions, our libraries. For the Nazis will do everything they can to

divide us. They will recall to us the controversy over war debts; they will try
to make you jealous of our resources; they will rake up unsavoury stories from

the history of your colonial development; they will warn us against the

expenditure of our labour and resources for another nation. Let us close our

ears against all this, remembering that nations must be judged not by what they
have done but by the direction in which they are going. Forgetting the past,
let us keep our eyes fixed on the vision of a common future.

It is not, however, sentimental considerations alone that should lead us

to seek this fixture in comunity with each other. I am here to stand with you

because I know your enemy. Half of my adult life has been spent in Germany.

I should be untrue to myself if I repudiated my many German friends, or failed

to recognise the genius and great gifts of a great people. I should be untrue

to myself, were I ever to abandon the hope and the prayer that some day the

Germans and we would speak the same language of the heart and the mind, and

speak it on absolutely equal terms. I have never been able to bring an

indictment against eighty million human beings.

But I know also - and know it intimately and without prejudice - that a

recurrent German dream has got to be blotted out of history once and for all,
if over we are to have peace. That dream did not originate with Hitler or

with National Socialism. Nazism is, instead, merely a smoke screen, a fake

revolution, behind which German war lords prepared tomake that dream reality.
That dream is to make a new Rome, a new vast land and sea empire that will

eventually embrace the earth - an earth in which there are Germans and lesser

breeds of various gradations. And there is a clear and realistic programme

for realising such a planetary empire. I regret that German military leaders

are very well versed in geography. Their programme is to subdue and disarm

western Europe - which they have already done; to isolate the British Isles

and North America, holding America, at least, aloof or half-hearted in the

conflict until it is too late; and with western Europe impotent, to drive the

Slavs back behind the Urals, into the barren and waste places of Siberia, taking

into their own hands the immense resources of agriculture and industry of the

Ukraine and the Caucasus, of all of European Russia, getting at the same time

the control over all the inland seas - of both shores of the Mediterranean, of

the Black Sea and the straits. Once they have done that, they argue, and argue

correctly, there will not be three continents: Europe, Asia, Africa, but one

continent, the Eastern hemisphere, in which are concentrated ninetenths of the

population, and the overwhelming bulk of all the industrial capcaity and raw

materials of the earth.
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And should they succeed in doing that, they would have a land base of such

proportions that they could rapidly outbuild all the rest of the earth in

sea-power; the British Empire and Commonwealth would fall apart, and North and

South America become, not continents but merely large peripheral islands, that

would rapidly be reduced to mere colonies of the vast continent Eurasia and

Africa.

From the pointof view of military science and strategy that dream is not

impossible of realisation, and for twenty years certain groups in Germany, now

ascendant, have a cherished that dream and systematically planned its fulfllment.
It has been dreamed before, and twice realised for the known world of that age:

by Caesar and by Alexander. The campaign against Russia and in the Middle East

makes it quite clear that this is what the dream is. And, therefore, it is

exactly true that you are fighting not merely to hold your Commonwealth and

Empire, but for the future's future of your children's children - for whether

in time to come there will be any Britons, or any Commonwealth or Empire or any
free Americas. And your allies, against the realisation of this dream, should

be all the peoples of the earth. They should be the Italians and the Japanese,

as well as Americans and Dutchmen and Scandinavians, Frenchmen and Slavs and

Chinese. For neither the Japanese nor the Italians will have a chance on earth

as free peoples if that dream is realised.

Therefore, and in very truth, Britain's fight is a fight for world

liberation. In the darkest days that you have suffered and the dark ones that

I fear will come again, that thought must sustain you. That you are truly, in this

hour of history, the hope of the world. And Mr. Churchill must have realised

this fully when he cried that this is Britain's greatest hour.

And so I go home to my people, to continue to write about the nature of

this epochal struggle, about the greatness of the British people and the British

cause, and about the grandeur of a destiny that puts the sword of liberation

into the hands of the English-speaking peoples of the world.
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